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Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (1948) states:

"All human beings are born free and equal in
dignity and rights..."

This is a preliminary report on the abuse and neglect of persons in residential treatment for “substance
abuse” in the U.S.A. There have been violations of human rights, lack of investigation, prosecution and
punishment of the offenders. This prevailing permissive environment has given de jure or de facto
amnesty to those who violate human rights. Starting in the 1970’s there were residential treatment
facilities for teens that were found to be abusive. The SEED, Straight Inc. and its derivatives, Roloff
Homes, WWASPS and, more recently, Teen Challenge were adjudicated “guilty” of human rights abuses.
This report explores the ways these perpetrators of abuse have used the political system to protect
themselves and exploit loopholes in the law to expand their network of abusive residential treatment
facilities for youth.
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"I wish to acknowledge the courage, perseverance and resilience of those
who were closest to this national tragedy and thank Angela Smith, Wesley
Fager, Richard "Ray” Bradbury, Kelly Mathews,

Marcus Chatfield, Todd Eckelberger, Alex Layne,

Christine Flannery, William Earnshaw, Sr.
and all the others who shared with me their stories and I also wish to
express my appreciation to Judith I. Grant, MSN, RN, CS, who graciously
proofread and edited portions of this report.”

Dr. Janet Parker DVM

"We believe that the United States of America must be an example of
moral leadership and integrity for the world community. We cannot, as a
nation, be that example if we fail to protect our own children or those for

whom we accept responsibility. Incidents in many of these teen
residential treatment facilities have gravely compromised America’s
moral authority. We ask that the United States of America, its legislative
bodies, its courts, and its executive branch, not only articulate the moral
and ethical values that made the U.S.A. a world leader in human rights,
but act decisively and proactively to protect human rights standards. We
ask that our nation’s leaders create and enforce more effective legal
policies for protection of the vulnerable. We must, as a nation, take
proper action so as to 1) prevent the use of cruel and degrading
treatment and torture, 2) embrace and advance standards of
international human rights law, and 3) honor the dignity of all human
persons. We also request public acknowledgement of the terrible wrongs
done to these innocent victims of abuse. We ask that a viable legal
pathway be established for reparation and redress. We respectfully
request U.S. President Barack Obama to provide leadership for our
nation that honors the ethical and moral values embodied in our Bill of

Rights, the U.S. Constitution and its Amendments. These principles

respect and honor the human rights of all.”

Dr. Janet Parker DVM

Medical Whistleblower Advocacy Network
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"The Special Rapporteur wishes to recall that, from a human rights
perspective, drug dependence should be treated like any other health care
condition. Consequently, he would like to reiterate that denial of medical
treatment and/or absence of access to medical care in custodial situations
may constitute cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and is
therefore prohibited under international human rights law. Equally,
subjecting persons to treatment or testing without their consent may
constitute a violation of the right to physical integrity. He would also like to
stress that, in this regard, States have a positive obligation to ensure the
same access to prevention and treatment in places of detention as outside.”
— Manfred Nowak

Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment

(Geneva, January 14, 2009)
Introduction:
US Congressional investigations don’t stop abusive rehab centers

A recent report by the US Congress revealed that there are significant
problems in the “teen rehabilitation” industry, including a general lack of
oversight and accountability. In 2009 there were Capitol Hill briefings related
to abuse of teens in facilities run by WWASPS and other programs. * The US
House, led by Congressman George Miller, conducted investigations by the
Government Accountability Office (GAO) during the 110th Congress (2008).
These uncovered thousands of cases alleging child abuse and neglect since
the early 1990’s at teen residential programs. Further, the investigation
revealed that currently these programs are governed only by a weak
patchwork of state and federal standards. A separate GAO report, °
conducted at the committee’s request, found major gaps in the licensing and
oversight of residential programs, including some programs not covered by
any state licensing standards. GAO concluded that, without adequate
oversight, "the well-being and civil rights of youth in some facilities will
remain at risk.” State-reported data to the National Child Abuse and Neglect
Data System in 2005 found that 34 states in the United States of America
(USA) reported 1503 incidents of youth maltreatment by residential facility
staff. Of the states surveyed by GAO, 28 reported at least one youth fatality
in a residential facility in 2006. GAO concluded that both of these statistics
understate the incidents of maltreatment and death. They emphasized that
many facilities are outside the scope of this limited study and many still
remain unregulated and uninspected. >4 >°¢”


http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d08346.pdf
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In 1971, the US Senate Judiciary Committee convened a sub-committee on
constitutional rights under Senator Sam Ervin to investigate government's
role in behavior modification. Senator Ervin's 650-page report was published
in November 1974 under the title “Individual Rights and the Federal Role in
Behavior Modification.” &

The US Congress previously examined problems in The SEED ° 1° 1! and
then in later residential treatment programs. These later substance abuse
treatment programs were modeled on the Synanon program, 12 13 14 1516 17
the SEED and Straight Inc. Each time, the offending substance abuse
treatment program was shut down. However, new programs rapidly
emerged with new legal identities to start the same kind of operation. There
are now even more programs reported to be abusive, despite numerous
local, state and federal investigations. Those who have been victimized in
one of these facilities are frustrated and dismayed to realize that not even
several US Congressional investigations can prevent the recurrence of the
same kind of abuse. Although Straight Inc. programs were closed, the
governing principles remain a model for drug rehabilitation. It is a national
disgrace that the abuse of children in residential centers has not stopped.
Rather, governmental sanction hides its true nature from law enforcement
and regulators. '® Abusive teen rehabilitation centers are now more
numerous and the industry remains unregulated by state or federal law. The
list includes:

Synanon The SEED Straight Inc. derivatives

WWASPS Rebekah /Roloff Homes Straight Inc. program at
Morgan Yacht

KIDS Sea Org Refuge CEDU Brown Schools and
derivatives

Aspen Education Group Elan School Ridge Creek
School/Hidden Lake

Wilderness Programs Weight Loss Programs Mission Mountain School

Public Sector Gulags SAFE Vision Quest

Daytop Village Lighthouse of Northwest Growing Together/L.1.F.E.

Florida
Kids Helping Kids Straight Inc. Hyde Schools

There are no adequate means to monitor these facilities for human rights
abuses. They have used political influence and power to prevent effective
regulation and inspection of their facilities. They deny Child Protective
Services (CPS) access to investigate child abuse complaints.!®



http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/Abstract.aspx?id=142690
http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/Abstract.aspx?id=142690
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To understand the background, it is useful to trace development of public
policy related to these residential treatment programs in order to recognize
how they managed to evade public scrutiny and government control.

On October 10-11, 2007, the U.S. House Committee on Education and Labor
heard testimony about cases of child neglect and abuse. Among cases
investigated were the Catherine Freer Wilderness Therapy Programs, a
private residential treatment facility in the Pacific Northwest.2° 2!

This problem is not limited to the United States of America. These abusive
methods have been exported to many countries in the world. The Bergen
KIDS program has been transplanted to Alberta, Canada as The Alberta
Adolescent Recovery Centre (AARC).??> The Alberta Adolescent Recovery
Centre 2 is a drug abuse rehabilitation clinic for teenagers and adolescents
in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. AARC has been the subject of controversy in
Canada over allegations of physical, emotional, and sexual abuse made by
former patients. This has led to widespread protests against AARC, and calls
for a government inquiry by Alberta's provincial New Democratic Party.?*

US citizens had been transported over international boundaries and taken to
facilities in Mexico such as Abundant Life. 2> The children were found to be
abused there. Mexican immigration officials of the Instituto National de
Migracion (INM) raided the facilities and deported the children back to the
U.S.A. Mexican authorities cited immigration violations for the clients, and
also immigration violations related to the staff of these facilities. There was
lack of proper municipal licensure of these facilities. They had not obtained
the requisite approval of health and education authorities in Mexico. In
addition, the teen “clients” of these facilities described habitual mistreatment
during their illegal detention. They were denied access to communication
with persons outside the facilities. In 2004, the Mexican government
rounded up 590 US teenagers, who had been placed in institutions
throughout Mexico, without proper immigration paperwork. These children
were considered “troubled teens” by their American parents. They were sent
to these locked facilities in a foreign country for treatment of problems with
behavior and parental authority.

The Assemblies of God church operates Teen Challenge as an outreach
program within its own centers in numerous countries. Teen Challenge
operates two organizations with international scope: Teen Challenge USA
International and Teen Challenge Global. Teen Challenge Global operates in
87 c;cguntries with over 1,100 centers. Its headquarters are in Columbus,
GA.

10
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Teen Challenge USA International is headquartered in Springfield, Missouri.
It has grown to include 231 locations in the United States,?’ including
residential programs and evangelical outreach centers.

Teen Challenge, run by the Assemblies of God church, operates its own
credit union located in Missouri. °® The Assemblies of God Credit Union has
13,883 members as of 2011 and reports assets of $93.3 million. ?° It
opened in 1951, has 32 full time and 9 part-time employees. This is a state-
chartered “natural person” credit union, state charter number 62897, with
attendant benefits. The Assemblies of God Credit Union (AGCU) field of
membership is open to the following persons:

The General Council of the Assemblies of God, and any church or other
entity affiliated with the General Council of the Assemblies of God or with a
District Council of the Assemblies of God; and any employee or officer of any
said entities
e Faculty, staff and students of Assemblies of God institutions of higher
learning
e Certified, licensed or ordained ministers of the Assemblies of God
e Retired employees of the General Council of the Assemblies of God
e Attendees of Assemblies of God churches in Greene County, Missouri,
and the adjacent counties of Christian, Dade, Dallas, Lawrence, Polk
and Webster
e Assemblies of God World and U.S. Missions workers with twelve (12)
months or more assignment
e Relatives of current members in the above categories including
spouses, children, siblings, parents, grandparents, grandchildren and
legal guardians (includes step-in-law and legally adoptive
relationships)
e Organizations of members may be included subject to Board approval

Teen Challenge Global runs programs in the following countries:

American Samoa, Angola (3 facilities), Argentina (2), Aruba, Australia (9),
Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus (2), Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil (14),
Cambodia, Canada (24), China (3), Costa Rica, Croatia, Czech Republic (3),
Denmark, Dominican Republic (2), Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland,
France (2), Germany (20), Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, West Africa, Guinea-
Bissau, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland (6), India (7), Ireland (2), Italy,
Jamaica, Japan, Kazakhstan (16), Kenya, Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Central Asia,
Latvia, Lithuania (5), Macedonia, Mexico (5), Moldova, Nepal, Netherlands
(2), New Zealand, Norway (2), Pakistan (3), Paraguay, Poland (4), Portugal
(8), Romania, Russia (14), Serbia (3), Singapore (4), Slovakia (3), South
Africa (11), Spain, Swaziland (8), Sweden, Switzerland (3), Trinidad-Tobago,

11
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West Indies, Uganda, Ukraine (7), UK, Wales (8), UK, England (8), UK,
Scotland (4), Uruguay (2), Venezuela.

Although Teen Challenge is directly connected with Assemblies of God
church through both management and financial connections, they attempt to
hide this association when recruiting clients for their centers.

Jerry Nance is President and C.E.O. of Teen Challenge Global, which is
divided into seven regions with a director or representative for each region.

This is the self reported information regarding Teen Challenges outreach
centers overseas: *°

Latin America and Caribbean - Duane Henders; 1,250 beds in 102 centers in
17 countries.

Europe - Tom Bremer; 892 beds in 58 centers in 28 countries.

Africa - Doug Wever, 1,034 beds in 14 centers in 9 countries.

Asia Pacific - James Lowans; 357 beds in 51 centers in 9 countries.
Northern Asia - 30 beds in three centers.

Eurasia - Kevin Tyler; 11,600 beds in 370 centers in 14 countries.

North America - Jack Smart, 7,536 beds in 223 centers in 2 countries.

Hon. George Miller, Chair of the Committee on Education and Labor in the
U.S. House of Representatives initiated the legislation, Stop Child Abuse in
Residential Programs for Teens Act of 2009 H.R. 911 (formerly H.R. 6358,
H.R. 5876). U.S. Representative Miller had received a shocking report from
the Government Accountability Office (GAO) regarding abusive and
neglectful treatment of children in residential programs.®! The report also
contained information about fraudulent practices of these institutions.
Subsequent investigations and GAO reports indicate that there is a
widespread problem of abuse in the residential treatment industry which has
flourished due to a lack of government regulation, inspection and
accountability. 32 33 3% 3°

There was very disturbing testimony provided to the US Congress about the
pervasiveness of the abuse and the failure to curb it by Health and Human
Services or the Department of Justice. *® Video tapes of those testimonies
can be seen here. 3’ After much discussion and deliberation The House of
Representatives approved legislation to Stop Child Abuse in Teen Residential
Programs. The bill was intended to ensure that parents have information
they need to keep their children safe,38 39 40 41 42

12
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The U.S. Senate has not moved to act on the bill or to draft suitable
legislation to stop further abusive practices in the teen residential treatment
industry.

Human Rights Defenders and Mandated Reporters of abuse have no
protection and no plausible legal recourse.

Abuse of children and teens within residential treatment facilities, located in
both the US and in other countries that are run by non-profit organizations
legally based in the U.S.A., has occurred for more than four decades. In
spite of numerous reports from human rights defenders and mandated
reporters, there have been no significant changes to stop the practice.
There are no protections for witnesses/victims/survivors or for their human
rights defenders. Mandated reporters of such human rights violations are
more likely to lose their employment or be demoted, suffer personal and
professional retaliation.

There is an entrenched unwillingness within the US government to expose
the root cause of the political tolerance for the deregulation, lack of
inspection, lack of financial transparency and accountability, lack of law
enforcement action to investigate these crimes, lack of appropriate
prosecution of perpetrators, and lack of any punishment for the offenses.
The moral, ethical, and legal obligations to uphold human rights by US
legislators, US Department of Justice officials, and even judges have not
been fulfilled. When they have permitted this course of conduct to continue
for four decades, they are culpable for the egregious human rights violations
that have occurred.

Victims/Survivors are left with no access to redress or reparations. This

systemic failure to protect children and young adults is a “crime against

humanity” about which the US government has been fully informed, yet

refused to prevent. Criminal acts that have occurred in these treatment

facilities include:

Murder (homicide) *3 44 45 46 47

Enslavement 48

Deportation or forcible transfer *°

Imprisonment or severe deprivation of physical liberty in violation of

fundamental rules of international law °°

Torture >!

e Rape, forced pregnancy, forced abortions

e Persecution against persons not of Christian faith, especially those of
Jewish faith

52 53
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e Persecution of persons who are gay, lesbian, bisexual or
transgendered °*

e Enforced disappearance of persons

e Other inhumane acts that intentionally cause great suffering, or
serious injury to body, to mental or physical health >8 >° 60 61 62

e Psychological, emotional, and sexual trauma leading to suicide.®® ®* ©>

55 56 57

These acts are crimes of serious concern to the international community as a
whole.

The number of suicides secondary to psychological and emotional trauma as
well as sexual abuse of young teens trapped in these rehabilitation centers
came to the attention of public health officials who monitor suicide rates. ©°
The original Straight Inc. centers were located in the Tampa Bay area of
Florida, within Hillsborough, Paco and Pinellas counties. According to 1987
statistics from the National Center for Health Statistics, the Tampa Bay area
had the highest suicide rate in the country. This rise in the suicide rate was
not related to the large number of retirees there. The juvenile suicide rate
in Pinellas County rose 130% between 1980 and 1986. A 1992 study found
that 1 out of 4 girls in neighboring Pasco County attempted suicide in 1991
(national average was 10%). In neighboring Hillsborough County the
juvenile suicide rate tripled, from 3 in 1980 to 9 by 1987. Nineteen (19)
youths committed suicide in Pinellas and Hillsborough counties in 1989 (up
to nine of these were gay).

Straight Inc. operated its founding center, Straight-St Pete, in St Petersburg,
Florida in Pinellas County from 1976 to 1993. In 1986, a related program
called Outreach was opened in Cape Coral, Florida. In 1987, a community
task force was organized to study why 19 youths aged 14 - 17 years had
attempted suicide.

In 1988 the national Center for Disease Control (CDC) launched a study on
juvenile suicides in Cobb County, Georgia because its suicide rate of 14.7
per 100,000 persons was three higher than the state average, and twice as
high as the national average. Straight-Atlanta, operated in Marietta (Cobb
County), GA was implicated.

Dr. Richard Schwartz, medical research director for Straight-Springfield,
noted in an article for its newsletter, EPIDEMIC, vol. 6, that suicide was fifth-
ranked as cause of death for American teenagers in 1964, third-ranked in
1978 and had risen to second-highest in 1983. Straight Inc. launched
operations in late 1976 and had centers in Cincinnati, Springfield, Virginia,
St Petersburg and Sarasota by 1983.

14
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Licensed medical professionals, psychologists, therapists, child protective
services personnel, and other mandated reporters were obligated to report
this sudden rise in suicide which was linked to a particular type of residential
substance abuse treatment program.

Licensed medical professionals are morally and ethically obligated by their
Hippocratic Oath to protect their patients’ safety. Under US law and
international standards of proper professional conduct, they are also
Mandated Reporters of torture and abuse. Licensed medical professionals
are Defenders of Human Rights, the watchdogs for vulnerable patients in
need of care. The reality in Straight Inc. facilities and in many other
residential treatment centers is that “the fox is in charge of the hen house.”

15
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Long term effects on survivors/victims of abuse

Torture is the calculated physical and psychological assault on the individual,
a practice used to instill fear, punish or degrade, to dehumanize, or to
obliterate the self. It is often said that anyone who has been tortured
remains tortured, long after the physical wounds have healed. Torture is the
deliberate infliction of severe pain by one human being against another. It
leaves particular kinds of mental and psychological scars. This trauma is
different from other traumas because torture is a violation committed in
secret and in spite of official denial.

Many believe that torture only occurs in the most repressive regimes.

In reality, torture is widespread in all parts of the world. Although it is often
perpetrated by police or security forces, it can also be carried out by armed
forces, detention authorities such as immigration officials, hospital staff, or
prison wardens. Torture can be physical or psychological. New methods of
torture are, unfortunately, invented every year. Many are most familiar with
physical torture such severe beatings, extraction of nails or teeth, burns,
electric shocks, suspension, suffocation, excessive light, heat, cold or noise,
sexual aggression (rape and other sexual violence), forced nudity, isolation
and sensory deprivation, mock executions or simulated drowning.

However, psychological torture can be as traumatic and inflicts egregious
harm. The psychological wounds of both physical and psychological torture
last a lifetime. The coercive methods of Straight Inc. and other abusive
residential treatment centers were designed to obliterate the sense of self so
as to instill fear and force obedience to authority in young teens.

Abusive methods of Straight Inc. included sleep deprivation, beatings, sexual
humiliation, sexual assault, prolonged sitting or standing in forced positions,
isolation and detention for prolonged and indefinite periods of time, forcing
one teen to abuse another, and prolonged denial of rest, sleep, food, water,
adequate hygiene. These same forms of abuse are utilized in many other
residential treatment centers.

Many victims continue to suffer in silence. Torture victims commonly report
feelings of fear, guilt, shame, anger, disillusionment, insecurity and
humiliation. For victims of torture, finding the courage to come forward and
speak about what happened to them is very difficult. This is true for the
many thousands of US children who were physically and psychologically
abused and sometimes sexually abused in the program called Straight Inc.
What happened behind the closed doors of Straight Inc., Roloff Homes,
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WWASPS, Teen Challenge and other programs is deeply personal and highly
traumatizing. Speaking about it can evoke for survivors a range of emotions
because the memories are triggers for retraumatization. Survivors are
reluctant to speak publicly and may not have fully revealed their experiences
to families and/or friends. In some instances, they may not have come to
terms with it themselves.

Survivors of torture find it very challenging to heal and try to move forward
with their lives. Many victims from Straight Inc. and other abusive teen
centers express frustration that, despite the fact that their torture occurred
and was verified, it has not been publicly acknowledged. Survivors come
away with different expectations of what constitutes justice. Some speak of
the importance of criminal prosecutions, while others speak about civil
compensation, rehabilitation or prevention of recurrence. All of them realize
that there is a need to restore the sense of dignity and control that was
taken from them when they were tortured.

17
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Voices of the Survivors/Victims

The Survivors/Victims of institutionalized abuse have responded with
courage and resiliency and have launched a variety of legal challenges to
these practices and also actions of activism and advocacy as well as a web of
survivor support networks. The Web sites Fornits.com, TheStraights.com,
Heal-online.org, and others have collected many of the survivors’ stories.®’
H.E.A.L. and International Survivors Action Committee (ISAC) both
previously provided reports about this abuse.

Forced Abduction, Anti-Gay (WWASPS - Cross Creek) Xandir, ®® A
survivor’s story of the time she spent at a teen facility in Utah. 65,000
people have read Xandir's story, and it's been reposted all over the internet.

K‘(.)n May 10th of 2007 at around 2:30 in the morning two strangers barged .\
into my bedroom. I started screaming and crying, as in my mind I was sure
that these two strangers had broken into my house and were going to abduct
me, rape me, kill me, or in some way harm me. They immediately told me that
if I did not shut up that they would handcuff me. I was not being in any way
violent or threatening. I was reacting in fear for my life by being vocal and
hoping that someone would come to help. I had no idea what was going on. I
stopped screaming, still in fear for my life. They started going through my
closet digging out clothes as I was only in a night gown. They still had not
explained what was going on. I asked, frightened, what they wanted from me,
trying to see if I could in some way appease them and get them to leave. They
then explained that they were going to take me to a school. It took me a
second to understand what they meant by this, as this was an extremely
bizarre way to introduce a child to a new school. It then occurred to me that
this was what my mother had arranged for my brother several years ago when
she had him shipped away to Cross Creek. The two strangers were from Teen
Escort Service, a for-profit company that transports teenagers, usually by
force, to WWASP (World Wide Association of Specialty Programs) facilities.”

\- /
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Degrading, Humiliating Treatment (AARC) Rachel O'Neill, Alberta
Adolescent Recovery Center, Canada. CBC News, February 13, 2009
“Alberta drug rehab centre abused us, former teen patients allege.” ®°

r N
“"Former patient Rachel O’Neill alleged she was sexually assaulted by two
people in a supply closet at the centre, though because it was dark, she doesn’t
know who her attackers were. In another incident, O’Neill alleged an oldcomer
wiped her rectum and then put her fingers in O’Neill’s mouth. O’Neill alleged

she fled the centre (AARC in Canada) in late December 2002 in her bare feet.”
. 4

Forced Abortion, Degrading Humiliating Treatment (Straight Inc.
Sarasota Florida) Samantha Monroe, Sarasota Florida, Straight Inc. From the

Fox News Story by Radley Balko Thursday, May 23, 2002 “Drug War
Casualties”

\

"Samantha Monroe was 12 years old in 1981 when her parents enrolled her in the
Sarasota, Fla., branch of Straight Inc., an aggressive drug rehab center for teens.
Barely a teen, Samantha also had no history of drug abuse. But she spent the next
two years of her life surviving Straight Inc.. She was beaten, starved and denied
toilet privileges for days on end. She describes her "humble pants," a punishment
that forced her to wear the same pants for six weeks at a time. Because she was
allowed just one shower a week, the pants often filled with feces, urine and
menstrual blood. Often she was confined to her closet for days. She gnawed through
her jaw during those "timeout" sessions, hoping she'd bleed to death. She says that
after she was raped by a male counselor, "the wonderful state of Florida paid for and
forced me to have an abortion.” y
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Teens Forced to Abuse Other Teens James, a former student at Straight-
Atlanta turned staff member. (This was excerpted from the writings of
Wesley Fager, a dedicated activist against the Straight Inc. abuses). 7°

"Staff members directed me to physically batter and verbally assault other
clients. They gave me this direction when I was a client and when I was a Staff
Trainee. I carried them out. So did hundreds if not tens of thousands of other
kids. . . As hard as it has been to live with the reality of being clinically abused
for nearly two years, it cannot compare with the complete nightmare of living
with the fact that I abused other people repeatedly in the name of a thought
control cult. It cannot compare with the nightmare of knowing that some of the
people I abused have ended up in jail, or dead, and that I contributed to the
destruction of their lives."

\. S

Forced labor, Slavery (Straight Inc. Florida) Brian Dodd, in his lawsuit
against Drug Free America Foundation, Inc., also known as Straight,
Incorporated and Straight Foundation, Incorporated, Saint Petersburg,
Florida. Case: Case No.: 8:10-CV-1092-T23 TGW Middle District of Florida,
Tampa Division.

KThe slaves in Straight lived in substandard warehouses that were filthy, causin.g\
skin and intestinal diseases, falling far below lawful health conditions for
children, and the slaves were trafficked and transported nightly to strangers’
homes. In these homes, children were locked inside rooms many times with
nothing but a floor to sleep on. The windows of these rooms were nailed shut.
Slaves of Straight were made to transport others and themselves by means of
assault and battery and use of third party vehicles and vans..... had been
deprived of all human rights from the moment of first being incarcerated at
Straight as a child to their release. The most common causes of death and
suicide from Straight were psychological disorders caused by torture and crimes
against humanity and degradation at Straight. Many reports to the Department
of Children and Families show that most of the children reported bruises from
beatings done to them... Reports of malnutrition, psychotic breaks, chicken pox,
and other diseases were commonly made to local police offices and the
Department of Children and Families.... Defendants knowingly, intentionally and
systematically benefited from the use of enslaved laborers.”

\- /
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Lack of Safety Precautions for Clients, Convicted Felons as Staff
(Sanford Florida Teen Challenge) Joseph V. Agrifolio Statement given to
HEAL’! Executed on January 14, 2009, client of Sanford, Florida Teen
Challenge

"Teen Challenge professes to be a Christian Program that helps with life controlling
issues such as drugs and alcohol addiction. The program is allegedly a not for profit
agency affiliated with the Assemblies of God Churches. In actuality, this program is
a work camp that forces clients to work 8 — 10 hour days in ways that are not
helpful to them and not always legal. Residents are frequently outsourced for jobs
with local companies to earn money for the organization. They are often reduced, in
exchange for 1 - 2 hours of Bible study, 1 hour of unprofessional counseling per
week and room and board, to beggars taking up collections on street corners for
profit, or setting up carwashes in department store parking lots for profit. Clients
without driver’s licenses drive vans full of other workers to and from these money-
making ventures. In Sanford in 2004, two workers were Killed on the interstate in
an auto accident. The van had two faulty tires, no brake lights and an unlicensed
driver. Teen Challenge was sued by the families of the victims and the case was
settled out of court. I myself, a convicted drug abuser, was assigned a job as
Medical Coordinator in Sanford, dispensing medications to other residents. Not only
was that illegal, it was dangerous to both me and the other clients. Any competent
and respectable rehabilitation organization should have more appropriate policies
and procedures in place and practice. Also in Sanford, convicted felons working at
outsourced jobs were directed to get clients’ credit card numbers over the phone.
When it came to light, the customers became very angry that convicted felons had
access to their credit card numbers and got the courts involved. In reality, people
trying to get their lives together should not be spending their time performing
illegal activities for Teen Challenge or its clients. Teen Challenge workers were as
much victims as the customers. The director of the program was re-assigned out of
state when the Sanford Teen Challenge came under legal and financial scrutiny.
Despite legal, moral, ethical and financial issues, Teen Challenge quickly ushered in
a new Director where it continued business-as-usual. At best, Teen Challenge is a
human-trafficking operation that takes advantage of people’s problems, holds
clients captive and uses them as commodities for its own gain. It forces them to
work long hours only for the monetary benefit of the program and its
administrators. At its worst, it is a brainwashing cult. It complicates problems and
turns out robots that have problems making educated informed decisions for

themselves. Despite the statistics it spouts out, Teen Challenge has no success
@. Prison or county jails are better alternatives than places like Teen Chal/eng-ey
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Forced Labor, Mistreatment, and Forced Religious Conversion (Teen

Challenge New England) Rebecca Holden, Warwick, RI, Teen Challenge New
England, Providence Rhode Island 72

"I was in Teen Challenge on EImwood Ave. (Providence, RI). Being there was
the worst experience I have ever been through; I am a Catholic and they made
me convert - saying I would have to be kicked out if I didn’t - and I had no
place to go but the street. I was there for 5 months living like a slave
scrubbing garbage cans and weeding with tweezers, defrosting fridges with
butter knives - things I had never done before in my life, being forced to pray
every night and every day 3 times a day. But the worst part was standing on a
street corner asking strangers for money...and let me tell you even when I was
at my lowest homeless I never asked people for money. The first time I ever
did it, it was 98 degrees out and they didn’t give me any sun screen; I was out
there for 11 hours. I woke up the next morning with sun poisoning and my face
swelled to the point I couldn’t see; they wouldn’t bring me to the doctor
because the rule was you had to be in T.C for 2 months before you get any
medical treatment...tell me, is there any sense in that? I finally couldn’t take it
anymore; I was tired of being a slave and I requested to leave. They locked me
in the chapel then proceeded to contact all the managers to try and talk me
out of leaving. They finally gave up trying and took everything for me and
they made me wait outside in the freezing November cold with no jacket just a
tee shirt...now let me ask you, is that something Jesus would do? My
experience there was terrible, and I would not recommend that place for the
life of me. To this day, I am still clean and sober,; after I left I went to
outpatient treatment and I think that did a better job then TC ever did for me.”

- /
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Abduction across an international border, Psychological abuse
(CEDU ASCENT) HEAL survivor testimonial #5, 72> Alex, Declaration under
penalty of perjury, Pursuant to 28 USCA 1746 (June 30 to August 20, 1999)

"I guess the most common way for kids to end up at Ascent was by "escorts".
Escorts were people that surprised you in your sleep with handcuffs and told
you that you were going to the middle of nowhere. But, since "escorting"” is
illegal in Canada, and I am Canadian, I ended up getting escorted from Miami,
on my way back from Jamaica. From my friends' perspectives, I went on
vacation and never returned.

I guess it should have immediately occurred to my parents from the escorting
that this place was not normal, but I guess they were in such a panic about
what to do that it is hard to think rationally. I would urge other parents to try
to think rationally.

The only contact that I had, as other people will tell you, is through writing
letters. Of course, the letters were read by the staff and they were not sent if
they disapproved of anything written in the letter. The only letter that they
don't "edit" is the first one, but unfortunately, in my first letter, I spent more
time trying to convince my parents that I was ok and trying hard to get better,
and less time telling them about how messed up the place was. Honestly, I
read the website and they make it seem like camp. They boast this "climbing
tower" that the kids "conquer"” and in doing so build trust and confidence in
themselves. What a load of crap. I climbed that tower one time in two
months. The rest of the time I spent getting emotionally beaten.

Some of the things we did included "log hauls" which involved collecting trees
from the woods, cutting the logs into perfectly sized pieces of firewood, and
stacking the wood perfectly. If there was even one log out of line, then the
entire pile would be knocked over, and we would do it again, which would take
hours.”

- /
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Imprisonment, severe deprivation of physical liberty, Psychological
trauma (Kids Helping Kids) Pathway Family Center, Ohio. “Kids Helping Kids
and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder - Is There a Connection?” The Cincinnati
Beacon, March 2006, Christine Flannery. ’*

gppressing real emotions was practically a necessity in Straight, Inc. h

a child dared express fear, homesickness, that he/she felt confused about
being in Straight, Inc., or simply voiced any unhappiness with the program,
the client would be harshly confronted by a group of angry teenagers. In
therapy, I learned that suppression was my technique to survive Straight,
Inc.’s extremely cruel and unbearable environment. ..... Since I had never
used drugs prior to Straight, Inc., it was extremely difficult to even
understand why I was essentially being punished for something I never
did. .... I remember thinking things like, This can’t be real, this can’t be
happening to me. I prayed over and over again that Straight was just a
bad nightmare and that I would wake up and Straight would be gone. On a
certain level, I simply could not accept Straight as my reality. After a few
short weeks of unanswered prayers, the rest of my time in Straight
transformed into, for lack of a better expression, something of an out-of-
body experience. In psychological terms, this phenomenon is known as
dissociation. At the same time that I was struggling understand the
reasons for being in an essentially private jail, Straight, Inc.’s so-called
positive peer pressure traumatized me tremendously. I was utterly terrified
by Straight’s brutal peer confrontation therapy. The untrained teenage staff
and teenage clients repeatedly confronted me for lying whenever I insisted
that I never used drugs. Confrontation in Straight, Inc. was downright
inhumane: teenagers repeatedly inflicted brutal verbal attacks,
accusations, insults, name calling, yelling and screaming upon anyone
deemed not being honest. As a result, every moment I was in the Straight
warehouse, I constantly felt extreme fear that I would be confronted. That
extreme fear of confrontation never left me: ever since leaving Straight,
Inc., I have experienced numerous problems with anxiety and panic
attacks in everyday life when this fear arises. As I relived Straight, I also
relived the nightmare of witnessing other children being violently abused
for the smallest infractions. For example, many untrained teenage clients
would viciously restrain a misbehaver who simply refused to motivate.
Before Straight Inc., I had never been exposed to violence and abuse. No

(ords can convey how terrified I was, 24 hours a day, every day.” /
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Forced Religious Conversion, Forced Labor (South Dakota Teen

Challenge) Eric M. “Godless Saint” posted this account on Teen Challenge
Exposed. 7°

K‘l'-went through the South Dakota program in the late 1990's and have SI/D

been a staunch atheist for all of the current millennium..... Every word spoken
out of my mouth the whole time I was there was taken completely out of
context and used against me. Every word any of them ever read out of the
Bible was taken out of context and used as a weapon. This was just the
beginning. While I was in the program, I thought then that I saw the logic of
learning about the Bible as best I can to help me. This in itself became a
crime. All of the 99% and 100% scores I was receiving on the tests (all of
them) were a "mockery" of the program, as I "must" have been doing it to
prove myself smarter than the staff. Same with the memorization of large
amounts of scripture, and everything else that everyone else was getting

labor at a door factory for 16 months, which no one saw a penny of. Forced
classroom work, which I was punished for doing well... Dave Caire...was by far
the most verbally abusive man I had ever met or heard of,..... A person would
walk out of his office shaking like a leaf after committing such crimes as
talking anything bad about any of the staff, saying anything that could be
twisted around into a bad thing (pretty much anything a person could say), or
even going to the bathroom without permission, or needing to go in church, or
after a 2 hour van ride. All of the "students" were also forced spies on all the
other students, by threat of punishment for not telling on others for saying
any little thing that could be twisted around to sound evil. Needless to say, I
was hundreds of times worse off after this program than before, suffering
years of depression, homelessness, and of course, drug and alcohol use. I am
now off the streets, back in school learning, and mostly drug and alcohol free.
And an atheist.”

- _/
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Imprisonment, Communication with outside world curtailed (CEDU
Foundation) Survivor Testimonial given to HEAL. ™

/“- was Placed at CEDU Foundation In or about march 1973, when I arrivec.ll\

I
had no idea, what so ever that the Dept. of Social Service was "dropping me

off" I was told I was just going to go for the day to see if I would like to stay
there. Within 1 hour, I found myself standing in a room with Mr. & Mrs.
Wasserman, and Michael Allgood. I was told that Michael would be my "family
head" and if I had any questions or problems he would be in charge of it all. I
then, was taken into a room, and was told to sit in a chair while they cut my
hair. They cut my hair to where it was just a few inches short. They took my
clothes and only left me with a few pair of pants and tops and sent the rest
back with my social worker. The reason I told for this was to "break your
Image". I was then taken into a room and a Nurse? examined me , and then I
was told to shower. I had never been in any place like this before, so I was
already afraid. I was told I couldn't write or see any family members for at
least 3-6 months depending on if I followed the rules.....The worst things I can
remember is the verbal abuse, the sex acts, and if you even mentioned it was
something that you didn't want to be involved in you were told you would get
sent to Juvenile Hall, some faced prison sentences, or they would threaten you
with somewhere much worse. The Wassermans would eat in the living
quarters at the time overlooked San Bernardino, I remember how they would
order steak dinners and we would have to serve them, while we ate food
which was donated, from the places we were out begging for money from....I
know of one kid who lived in Las Vegas that actually took his life when we
went home, because they said he couldn't deal with life anymore after CEDU. ”

- /
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Straight Inc. Survivors Request for Public Apology

To: Nancy Reagan, President George Bush, Sr., Former Straight, Inc. Executives, Other
Responsible Parties

Survivors of Straight Inc. gathered for a memorial service on November 11, 2006, which was
held simultaneously in St. Petersburg, Florida and Springfield, Virginia. We assembled
together to collectively remember those former clients of Straight. Inc. who have passed
away. Some took their own lives shortly after enduring severe mistreatment and abuse
while in Straight, Inc. Others committed suicide for unknown reasons or passed away due to
various causes. Feeling connected to one another by our common traumatic experience in
Straight, Inc., Survivors also joined together to acknowledge our personal loss and the pain
and suffering stemming from that horrifying ordeal. Many of us lost our integrity, our
innocence, our sense of self worth, our youth, our ability to trust others, our family
relationships, etc. In addition, many of us still suffer from diagnosed psychological disorders
such as posttraumatic stress disorder, severe depression, social phobias, panic disorders,
etc. caused by our imprisonment in Straight, Inc. Many Survivors still endure vivid Straight,
Inc. nightmares, can still hear the screams of children as they were abused, and cannot
forget the abuse we personally endured or witnessed as vulnerable children.

We, the undersigned, Survivor’s of Straight, Inc., respectfully request public
acknowledgement from you that Straight, Inc. unjustly committed various crimes, abused
children, and utilized extremely unethical practices against innocent young clients, which
included, but were not limited to the following:

1) Brainwashing (aka coercive thought reform);

2) Physical abuse;

3) Usage of illegal and or unethical restraints — children routinely restrained children at the
direction of staff for minor infractions (i.e. not motivating, not paying attention, etc.);

4) Unethical forms of extreme humiliation, including but not limited to; beltlooping, no
privacy/watched while urinating, defecating, or bathing, motivating;

5) Food deprivation (ie. peanut butter diets, inadequate portions of food);

6) Sleep deprivation - caused by unwarranted, prolonged daily group hours (12), other time
spent in the building (up to at least 3 additional pre and/or post group hours), lengthy
commuting time, and in many cases, due to intentionally withholding sleep as punishment
for not “cooperating” to coerce compliance;

7) Verbal abuse - unduly harsh confrontational tactics that included swearing, screaming,
yelling, spitting, belittling, humiliating, etc., a child in front of a large group of child clients;
8) Sexual abuse;

9) Psychological abuse;

10) Coerced confessions;

11) Unjustifiable and lengthy isolation in intake and/or time out rooms;

12) Denial of necessary medical care;

13) Kidnapping;

14) False Imprisonment;

15) Accepting clients with little/no drug history (the so-called “dry druggie” theory);

16) Employing uneducated, unprofessional teenage staff.




Abuse and Neglect in U.S.A. Residential Treatment Centers

Straight Inc. Survivors Request for Public Apology (continued)

In addition to acknowledgment that the above-mentioned abuses, crimes, and unethical
practices occurred, we respectfully request your formal apology for the following; allowing
the abuse, unethical practices and crimes to continue for years, lending your name to,
sponsoring, recommending, and/or endorsing Straight Inc., for sending children to Straight
Inc., or for failing to properly and/or adequately oversee and monitor Straight, Inc.

We, the Survivors of Straight, Inc. are the walking wounded, but we walk with our heads
held high as a community, determined to overcome the injustice we were forced to endure
as children while held in Straight, Inc. We are all fighters who feel empowered by the
strength we draw from each other. Many Straight, Inc. Survivors are also determined to be
healthy, prosperous and productive adults and are resolved to heal and move on.

The community of Straight, Inc. survivors has taken many steps toward healing. Each of us
has taken a different approach: some have sought therapy, many regularly communicate
and lean on each other for support, and some participate in activities geared toward
educating the public about harmful “treatment” methods, etc. On November 11, 2006, we
took another step by holding a memorial service to remember all who were lost. Yet closure
is elusive. Receiving acknowledgement and the apology we are owed from those who once
had the power to help us, but for whatever reason failed to protect us, would be a significant
step toward resolving the flagrant injustice of Straight, Inc. and would facilitate our healing
process.

Sincerely,

Straight, Inc. Survivors °
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Request for apology written by Kris Flannery.

**the request for apology does NOT apply to former group/peer staff, it applies to
former executive level staff
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Since the Straight Inc. survivors’ petition was written in late 2006, one
apology from a former Straight, Inc. Executive staff member has been
received. Survivors/Victims wholeheartedly thank Richard Mullinax and have
found it very healing to have acknowledgement of the abuse they suffered
by one who was involved. We grant much appreciation to Richard Mullinax
for having the courage to come forward and publicly apologize.

'\

('/.-'or 19 years, I gave very little thought to my actions as a staff member of
Straight. Then, in the Spring and Summer of 2008, I began to interact with
Straight Survivors and listened to their experiences. As the weeks and months
progressed, I became increasingly aware of the damage I caused to Straight
Survivors as a staff member. After much reflection on the events of the 1980°s I
have become very much aware that many Straight Survivors lost their integrity,
innocence, sense of self worth, youth, ability to trust others, family relationships
and more as a result of my actions as a staff member, and I deeply regret that I
am responsible for this as a Staff Member.

I realize now that many Survivors still suffer from diagnosed psychological
disorders such as post traumatic stress disorder, severe depression, social
phobias, panic disorders, etc. caused by imprisonment in Straight, Inc, and that
many Survivors still endure vivid Straight, Inc. nightmares, can still hear the
screams of children as they were abused, and cannot forget the abuse they
personally endured or witnessed as vulnerable children. I am deeply ashamed of
my role in this, including not putting a stop to it."

-
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Abduction, Detention, and Changing Corporate Identities to Evade
Investigation (Straight Inc. Plymouth MI, Pathway Family Center) Heather
was inside a Straight Inc. facility when it suddenly changed it legal identity
in order to avoid legal responsibility for abuse. The treatment policies and
protocols remained the same.

G/I‘y name is Heather Zschoche... My parents shipped me from Seattle, WA to .\
Straight Incorporated Plymouth, MI sometime late 1991... I can't remember my
exact intake date. I do know my "graduation" was falsified in 1993 and at that
time Straight Inc had simply changed corporation names to Pathway Family
Center. I remember the move from the old building to the new one... and that
was the only change between what I guess what had been renamed Pathway
Family Center. As a client, and prisoner of Straight Incorporated, it wasn't until
about 8 months ago or so when I started asking my parents about Straight, was
when I found out that they had changed names... I was in the program with the
gal who's mom took over management. Teri Neesley. Pathway Family Center IS
Straight Incorporated. All they did was change the name.... the same abuse, the
same "treatment policies"”, everything was the same. We sang the same "Straight
is It" songs up until the day I went on an airplane back home. We still motivated

out asses off just to get humiliated and verbally abused, sometimes restrained.”

~ Heather Zschoche

- /
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World Wide Association of Specialty Programs & Schools

The World Wide Association of Specialty Programs and Schools (WWASPS or
WWASP) is an organization based in Utah, in the United States. WWASPS
was founded by Robert Lichfield and was incorporated in 1998. WWASPS
claims to have treated 10,000 children. WWASPS states that it is an
umbrella organization of independent institutions for education and
treatment of troubled teenagers, all operating in accordance with WWASP
guidelines.”” Many outside observers believe, however, that the WWASPS-
affiliated institutions are actually owned by WWASPS, its principal officials or
their close relatives (through limited partnerships, many of which have used
the same street address).”® 7 WWASPS has faced widespread allegations of
physical and psychological abuse of the teenagers sent into its programs,®°
resulting in a lawsuit filed against the organization in 2006.8!

Many of the facilities under the WWASPS umbrella report that they are
accredited by the Northwest Association of Accredited Schools.®? This
association confers credits that do not always transfer to schools that a
student would seek to attend for post-secondary education.

WWASPS facilities refused to be regulated and refused to require staff to
report child-abuse cases. In 1996, officials in Cancun, Mexico were informed
about allegations of child abuse at a WWASPS facility called Sunrise Beach.
The authorities received reports of teens held in “punishment rooms” for up
to four days at a time. They staged an early morning raid on the WWASPS
facility and, after investigation, ordered the facility closed. The managers,
Glenda and Steve Roach, were ordered to report to immigration authorities.
Instead, the couple fled with 41 teen girls to a nearby airport, to board a
plane to Los Angeles. The group was detained by Mexican police, who
worked with authorities to return the juveniles home and charge the couple
with immigration violations. The Roaches spent about two months in jail
before bail was posted and they could return to the USA. &

The WWASPS Sunrise Beach facility in Mexico was associated with SkyWest
founder, J. Ralph Atkin. An Atkin-owned treatment facility in the Czech
Republic, Morava Academy, had to be closed six months after it opened
because of abuse allegations.®* U.S. State Department investigators were
called in to investigate other WWASPS facilities overseas that were accused
of child abuse, including Paradise Cove in Samoa. According to federal
documents, investigators reported that alleged abuses in Samoa included
"solitary confinement of youths, withholding of rations, etc." They also noted
that "many of the locally-hired counselors and employees at Paradise Cove
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are not certified or qualified to do the jobs they are doing." In 1998,
Paradise Cove in Samoa was closed.

Tranquility Bay®® in Jamaica was one of the earliest facilities within WWASPS'
overseas operations. It was finally closed in 2009 after investigations
confirmed abuse. In Mexico 8 and the Czech Republic, WWASPS facilities
were closed under pressure from those respective nations’ government.

In Costa Rica the WWASPS program closed after a staged revolt by students.
Yet, WWASPS programs continue to operate overseas, including the Pillars of
Hope in Costa Rica (opened at the site of the closed school, Academy at
Dundee Ranch). There is also another facility in Mexico, called Sunset Bay
Academy.

In the USA new programs are constantly opened to replace closed facilities.
There are many WWASPS-related programs in operation, in Utah,8” 88 89 90
Nevada,®! Montana, New York, California, Iowa,®? Louisiana,®® Mississippi,®*
and South Carolina, according to public records.

The economic influence of these well-funded facilities in third world countries
must not be underestimated. The WWASPS facility at Tranquility Bay was
located in St. Elizabeth, a poor parish on Jamaica’s southern coast.®® The
facility employed more than 150 Jamaicans with an annual payroll estimated
at $1 million, and it earned gross annual revenues approaching $10 million.
Gullible parents paid $33,000 a year to place their defiant children in the
facility. Children reported that their parents do not realize what happens
behind those closed doors and that governmental officials did not adequately
respond to allegations of abuse.®® °” Many “clients” described suffering
emotional and psychological trauma under constant fear while inside the
facility walls. The 300 children enrolled at Tranquility Bay were 12-19 years
old. Escapees described an imprisonment situation where they spent 13
hours a day, for weeks or months, lying prone in an isolation room, with
their arms repeatedly twisted to the breaking point. Clinical psychologist
Roderick Hall reported that the Tranquility Bay students he spoke to “have
post-traumatic stress disorder and there's no question about it.” He added,
“I have one kid who e-mails me who is in college and still has nightmares.”
Tranquility Bay staff members were accused of assault and of selling drugs
by parents and governmental officials. The facility finally closed in 2009.

Brightway Adolescent Hospital®® °° 1% in Utah funneled teens into WWASPS’
facilities run by Ralph Atkins.'®® The Utah Department of Health, under
Licensing Director Debra Wynkoop-Green, discovered Brightway staff
diagnosed patients to have behavioral problems that required treatment at
another of the corporation's facilities. The investigation revealed that 94%
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of teens admitted to Brightway were transferred to WWASPS facilities either
in Jamaica or Samoa. One patient had been sent to Samoa without parental
knowledge. The Samoan facility cost up to $3,000 a month and these
charges were not always approved by insurance companies.

To deceive parents using false promises was a common WWASPS
promotional ploy. At Carolina Springs Academy the students were offered
an opportunity to become involved in a wildlife and agricultural management
program. In this WWASPS-related program, students worked with various
wildlife and farm animals. It was alleged that students would be exposed in
a positive way to various aspects and responsibilities of farming and animal
husbandry. The South Carolina Department of Social Services reported that
Carolina Springs Academy’s license was revoked in April 2009 for non-
compliance with licensing regulations. Officials from the Greenwood Humane
Society investigated the site and discovered the animals had been left
behind to die of starvation. More than 70 animals were already dead and
dozens of starving animals were also found, many of them near death.!%?

WWASPS - allegations of abuse closed many overseas facilities

There were facilities that were forced to close secondary to the volume of
complaints about their abusive practices:

e Academy at Dundee Ranch, Costa Rica (raided by authorities on May
22, 2003 after an investigation into child abuse)%3 104

e Casa by the Sea, Ensenada, Mexico (investigated and closed by
Mexican authorities after allegations of abuse; raided on Sept. 10,
2004) 1°°

e High Impact, Tecate, Mexico (investigated and shut down by the
Mexican government after allegations of abuse) 1%

e Mentor School, Costa Rica (closed March 18, 2011. Facility was housed
in the former Hotel Carara near Tarcoles and directed by Robert W.
Lichfield; about 20 USA teens enrolled at time of closure by Costa
Rican child welfare authorities, due to complaints of abuse reported by
parents and reports that program not licensed by Costa Rican
authorities. Officials who visited the facility said that “physical,
psychological and verbal mistreatment” were “apparent.” %7

e Morava Academy, Brno, Czech Republic (opened 1998; closed later
that year when Czech police arrested its managers, Glenda and Steven
Roach, former police officers from Utah who were then charged with
child torture, 198 199
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Paradise Cove, Samoa (shutdown by Samoan authorities because an
investigation determined credible allegations of abuse) !°

Sunrise Beach, Cancun, Mexico (raided and closed by Mexican
authorities in 1996 over abuse) !!

Tranquility Bay, Jamaica (subject of several documentaries detailing
severe abuse; closed in Jan. 2009) 112 113

WWASPS - numerous allegations of abuse closed many USA facilities

There were facilities that were forced to close secondary to the volume of
complaints about their abusive practices:

Academy at Ivy Ridge!!* in Ogdensburg, New York (closed in early
2009; property has been sold) 11° 116

Bell Academy in California’!’ (shut down in 2003 after issues with
state Social Services)!!8 119 120 121

Bethel Girls Academy in Mississippi (shut down in Feb. 2005 after state
officials investigate reports of abuse) %2 123

Brightway Hospital in St. George, Utah (closed in 1998 by authorities
for providing inadequate care, and for abuse)

Carolina Springs Academy (license revoked, name illegally changed to
Magnolia Hills Christian Academy, website changed) in South Carolina.
Campus abandoned as of September 2010 24 12°

Darrington Academy in Georgia. Closed in March 2009; 90 students
were enrolled at time of closure. School director Richard Darrington
was arrested in May 2009 and charged with battery of two students at
the school.?¢ 127

Royal Gorge Academy in Canon City, Colorado, closed in October
2008. Youth sent to Red River Academy.!?8 129 130

Sky View Christian Academy, for boys, in Hawthorne, Nevada. Enrolled
about 120 students and employed about 63 staff and teachers, with a
total annual payroll of $1.57 million. Closed abruptly in 2007 after a
hazing incident.3!

Spring Creek Lodge Academy, Sanders County, Montana; operated
from the late 1970s until January 9, 2009.!3?
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WWASPS programs are still in operation

Currently, WWASPS operates the following programs: Cross Creek Programs
in Utah; Gulf Coast Academy in Lucedale, Mississippi (formerly Bethel Girls'
Academy, Bethel Boys' Academy, and Eagle Point Christian Academy);

Old West Academy (formerly Majestic Ranch Academy) in Utah; Midwest
Academy in Keokuk, Iowa; Horizon Academy in Amargosa Valley, Nevada;
Red River Academy in Lecompte, Louisiana; Woodland Hills Maternity Home
in Utah; Pillars of Hope (previously the site of closed school Academy at
Dundee Ranch) in Costa Rica; and Mentor School, located in the former
Hotel Carara near Tarcoles in Costa Rica.

Why should we be concerned?

e Research has uncovered, and families have reported, that these teen
residential treatment centers have continued to have problems of
abuse.

e There are laws within the US that specifically exempt Faith-based
facilities from governmental regulation and oversight while funding
them with tax payer dollars.

e There are no laws to protect children and young persons in facilities
outside the U.S.A., and the number of abusive residential facilities
worldwide is growing at an alarming rate.

e Children and young persons have been abused physically, emotionally,
psychologically and sexually. There is little recourse to have accused
abusers investigated, prosecuted or punished.

e Many facilities are not licensed and there is no oversight.

e Children often lose their most basic human rights.

e Many do not have privacy to use the restroom or shower.

e Contact with the outside world is curtailed, censored and monitored -
often only phone calls with parents allowed. But even contact with
family is only permitted 3-6 months after the child was admitted, and

only if certain conditions are met.
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Many young people have spent months in isolation.

Forced conversion to a religious ideology and belief system often
oCcurs.

There have been instances of torture and mistreatment that would
meet the international standard set by the United Nations Convention
on Torture.

The abuse inflicts lifelong psychological scars on the victims. Proper
mental health care and therapy is difficult or impossible to obtain given
the governmental authority which facilitates and protects these private
residential treatment centers.

There has been neglect of young persons’ medical care, sometimes
leading to death.

When abuse has led to death, such deaths are not always investigated
as homicides and sometimes are not investigated at all. This results in
a lack of access for these crime victims to the criminal justice system.

Victims/Survivors and their families are denied recourse through the
court system by forcing them to sign legal documents prior to
admission that remove their basic right to due process in the civil court
system.

Peer pressure within a closed religious network forces family and
friends to hide abuse.
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Human rights abuses were reported

United Nations - Cruel, Degrading Treatment & Torture

On January 7, 2003 the International Survivors Action Committee (ISAC) 133
filed a formal complaint with the United Nations against Melvin Sembler,
director of the Straight, Inc. Board of Directors, charging “crimes against
humanity.” From 1976-1985 the company, operated as Straight, Inc., had
acquired a reputation for abusing kids within its drug rehabilitation program.
In 1985 its name was changed to Straight Foundation, Inc. so as to protect
its assets and its principals from civil suits. "My best guess is that at least
half of the kids were abused,” estimated Dr. Arnold Trebach, a professor
emeritus at American University. He created the Drug Policy Foundation to
find alternatives to harsh laws and wrote about Straight, Inc. in his book,
“The Great Drug War”. 3

In 1995, Straight Foundation, Inc. was renamed the Drug Free America
Foundation. 1** The Drug Free America Foundation (DFAF) is identified as a
national and international drug policy think tank and provider of services for
drug-free work places. See Piercing the Corporate Veil. ***

International Survivors Action Committee (ISAC) was an industry watchdog
organization dedicated to expose abuse, civil rights violations, and fraud
perpetrated through privately-owned facilities serving juveniles. The reply
from the Secretary of the Human Rights Committee, Markus Schmidt, to
ISAC’s formal complaint was a form letter dated February 6, 2003. 37 The
complaint posed a legal problem because the United States had never
agreed to let its citizens be investigated or arrested by international law
enforcement (provision under Article 22). This limited the United Nation’s
Human Rights Committee’s competence to receive and consider petitions,
and to investigate related matters. The U.S.A. asserted to the international
community that it would be inappropriate to permit American citizens to be
so interrogated.

Thus, the original case of the thousands of victims of child abuse, torture,
and sexual abuse in Straight Inc. facilities did not get the United Nations’
investigation the survivors/victims had hoped for. This was despite
overwhelming evidence of abusive treatment of possibly over 50,000
children and adolescents. Straight Inc. also, under its various identities,
committed insurance and Medicaid fraud. 138 139 140 141 142 143
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Even though the Straight Inc. victims later won victories in US courts and
were awarded damages by the courts, the money from Straight Inc. seemed
to vanish into thin air. Thousands of Straight Inc. victims have not received
any restorative justice for their victimization.

Under international Law and Treaty obligations signed by the U.S.A., the
three branches of government (i.e., Executive, Legislative, and Judicial) are
required to uphold the provisions of the United Nations Declaration of
Human Rights Documents (i.e., documents signed and ratified). The US also
has federal statutes that address torture, cruel and degrading treatment.
See US Criminal Code: Title 18 Chapter 113 C Torture **

Federal investigations were mandatory when torture and child abuse are
alleged, especially when children are held in facilities across state lines from
their original home. Through a complex scheme for money laundering, the
Straight Inc. board officers and staff were able to move assets out of the
country, out of reach and sight of federal law enforcement investigators.
This essentially denied the victims of human rights violations the reparations
that had been ordered by U.S.A. courts. More than 200 victims were
Canadian citizens, also denied access to satisfaction of monetary damages in
their cases. FBI investigations failed to identify where Straight Inc.’s assets
went. Political power and influence helped shut down FBI investigations into
the shell companies and off-shore accounts of these non-profit
organizations. Former US Ambassador to Italy, Melvin Sembler, was a real
estate broker by trade as well as the director of the Straight Inc. Board.
These positions afforded Sembler the means and opportunity to hide the
tremendous profits obtained from this abusive teen rehabilitation network. **

When the lucrative Straight Inc. centers were finally closed due lawsuits
related to human rights abuses, the substance abuse counselors employed
to work with the centers lost their source of income. Sembler was involved
with many committees nationally that influenced federal drug policy. He
also served on the President’s New Freedom Commission on Mental Health
as well as his position with the Drug Free America Foundation. Former ASAM
president, George Douglas Talbott, MD enjoyed personal and political
connections to Melvin Sembler.

The New Freedom Commission on Mental Health and TMAP

The controversial New Freedom Commission on Mental Health was
established by the 43™ U.S.A. president, George W. Bush, in April, 2002.14®
The Commission was established to conduct a comprehensive study of the
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U.S.A. mental health service delivery system and make recommendations
based on its findings.'*’ According to the Center for Public Integrity the
pharmaceutical and health products industry has spent more than $800
million in federal lobbying and campaign donations at both federal and state
levels in the past seven years. Its lobbying operation, on which it reports
spending more than $675 million, is the
biggest in the nation. Only the insurance More than a third of
industry has spent more money to sway .
public policy. pharmaceutical

companies' resources
In 2003, the pharmaceutical industry spent

nearly $116 million to lobby the
government. That year the Congress and marketing.
passed, and President George W. Bush

sighed, the Medicare Modernization Act of
2003, which created a taxpayer-funded the industry spent
prescription drug benefit for senior citizens. between $30 billion

The New Freedom Commission on Mental to $60 billion on
Health recommended increased use of
pharmaceutical interventions despite the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) The trade group
response, with regulatory steps, to reports . .
of increased rates of suicide, especially PhRMA estimates its
during the first months of drug use. Allan members spent $39
Jones was the former investigator in the -

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Office of billion on R&D that
Inspector General (OIG), Bureau of Special year.
Investigations. As a human rights defender
and medical whistleblower, Alan Jones,!%®
investigated for the Office of Inspector General of FDA. He delivered a
scathing report on the fraudulent behavior of the pharmaceutical industry
and its political control over both legislation and regulatory functions. Civil
liberties groups also became vocal opponents of the Texas Medication
Algorithm Project (TMAP). The TMAP was described as a thinly veiled proxy
for the pharmaceutical industry, which pursued profits by recommending
more psychotropic medication interventions.'*® 1> 131 TMAP had been
created in 1995 while President Bush was governor of Texas. It formed as
an alliance of individuals from the University of Texas, the pharmaceutical
industry, the mental health and the corrections systems of Texas.

go into promotion

Reports estimate that

marketing in 2004.

Through TMAP, critics contend, the drug industry has methodically
influenced decision-making of elected and appointed public officials. The
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strategy increased access to citizens in prisons and state psychiatric
hospitals.

Some opponents of TMAP believe its objectives are to foster chemical-
mediated behavior control of American citizens. The Commission used TMAP
as a blueprint and began to recommend screening of American adults for
untreated mental illnesses and children for emotional disturbances. °? This
targeted more vulnerable populations who could be coerced to use the
newer psychotropic medications. Some of these drugs were still in clinical
trials or were to be prescribed as extra-label use (i.e., not specifically
authorized but tolerated). As a U.S.A. regulatory agency, however, the FDA
initiated regulatory actions to address reports of increased suicide rates.
One of these actions was to require a “black box” warning label for the new
anti-depressants that warned of increased risk for violent tendencies,
including suicide, caused by these medications. 1°3 154 153 156 157

Teen Screen

Teen Screen was developed by Dr. David Shaffer, known for his connections
to the pharmaceutical industry!®® and Columbia University. Many watchdog
groups opposed the use of mental health screening programs and viewed
them as marketing opportunities for drug manufacturers.!>® 169 161 [t was
proven that these mental health screenings were conducted on minors
without parental consent. In 2005, Teen Screen became the subject of a
lawsuit in Indiana filed by parents who objected to the “passive consent”
procedure.!®? 1% The Rutherford Institute, a non-profit civil liberties
organization, criticized the use of "passive consent," by which parents who
do not want their children screened needed to sign a form and send it in to
the school. If the school does not receive a form, it is assumed that the
parents do not object. In June 2006, after the lawsuit, Teen Screen changed
their consent procedures to require active parental consent, but offered
incentives such as movie tickets and gift vouchers to students to encourage
participation. In situations where neither parent is accessible (i.e., in teen
shelters or the juvenile justice system), passive consent (parental consent
assumed if not explicitly denied) would suffice. Teen Screen led to massive
drug use with children in the foster care and juvenile justice system where
there was scant oversight or protections for human rights.

The Fourth Amendment to our Constitution guarantees our citizens the right
to protection from unreasonable searches and seizures, a right that extends
to all citizens regardless of their age. There were several important
Supreme Court Decisions regarding whether children could be tested for
drugs by schools: 1) Vernonia School District v. Wayne Acton !®* 2) Board of
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Educ. of Independent School District No. 92 of Pottawatomie County,
Oklahoma Petitioner v EARLS.®°

In 1995 by a 6-3 decision in Vernonia School District v. Wayne Acton the U.
S. Supreme Court decided that because public school athletics are
susceptible to injuries, their right to Fourth Amendment protection could be
waived in order to protect them from the added dangers of illegal drug use.
The court gave schools the right to require suspicionless drug testing.
Before making it to the Supreme Court the issue made it to the Federal
Appeals Court. At the appeals court Veronia had submitted as their expert
witness Dr. Robert L. DuPont, Jr. Dr. DuPont is the founding director of the
National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) and the second White House Drug
Czar. It was Dr. DuPont's NIDA that administered a $ 1 million grant to The
Seed - Straight's predecessor program. Later Dr. DuPont became a paid
Straight consultant and was an expert witness for Straight in several civil
trials. DuPont became chairman of the scientific advisory board for
Psychemedics - the world's premier hair testing drug program. The Drug
Free America Foundation (DFAF) is a leader in establishing national and
international drug policy and lobbying successfully for its own interests.

Board of Educ. of Independent School District No. 92 of Pottawatomie
County, Oklahoma Petitioner v EARLS by a decision of 5-4, the U.S.
Supreme Court extended suspicionless drug testing beyond the scope of the
Veronia decision to include suspicionless drug testing of any student involved
in any extracurricular activity in a school. The court decided that ‘schools’
interest in ridding their campuses of drugs outweighs an individual's right to
privacy. The justices were aided in their decision process by an Amicus
Curie (friends of the court) brief that had been filed with the court and
signed by a large number of individuals prominent in American drug policy,
many of whom had relationships with DFAF.1%¢

The Drug Free America Foundation has positioned itself as a leader in
establishing national and international drug policy. Straight Foundation,
under its new name, DFAF co-sponsors The Drug and Alcohol Testing
Industry Association (DATIA) workshops.
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Straight Inc. Human rights abuses

“"They run very close to really performing psychic murder.”
Marge Robertson, Executive Director of the
Cincinnati Chapter of the ACLU,
speaking about Straight, Inc., (Cincinnati Post)

In December, 1974, the U.S.A. Senate released a report that accused The
SEED, a juvenile drug rehabilitation program, of using communist North
Korean mind control techniques on American teenagers.'®” The National
Institute on Drug Abuse, under U.S.A. Senate mandate, notified the program
that it would need signed consent forms from clients and their parents that
acknowledged The SEED clients were informed participants in human
experimentation (i.e., mind control techniques). Under the weight of
allegations of abuse and the Senate report, The SEED closed its expansion
programs. Melvin Sembler hired some of the program’s graduates and
formed his own “Seed” which he called Straight Inc.

Melvin Sembler was born, and raised, in St. Joseph, Missouri. He left in 1948
to attend Northwestern University where he met Betty. For 17 years,
Sembler and his wife, Betty, operated one of the most destructive juvenile
rehabilitation programs that ever existed. Melvin and Betty, along with
several friends, established Straight Inc. in 1976. Straight Inc. was
incorporated on April 22, 1976 but did not start operations until September
1, 1976. On September 26, exactly twenty-five days after it had started
operation, executive vice president Art Bauknight quit and stated concerns in
his letter of resignation that the board was "is not operating as required by
Florida statutes, its charter and bylaws." "There are voids in your insurance
coverage," Bauknight wrote. "Money is being handled by non-bonded
employees and officers." He stated in his letter that no "basic safety rules"
had been developed by the corporation "to protect others from unreasonable
risk of bodily harm, loss or damage." Art Bauknight was an insurance agent
by profession.

Straight made nearly $100 million and Mel Sembler became a US
ambassador, not once, but twice, based, on part, on his humanitarian work
at Straight. Melvin Gross 8 and Joseph Zappala 1%° 170 171 172 \yere both
involved promoting Straight Inc.
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Melvin Gross, Straight board member and insurance man was reported as
saying, "I feel that I am running the best agency in the country, we should
be a model.”

Straight Inc. sought Caucasian children almost exclusively, especially those
from middle class and upper class families with good medical insurance that
covered substance abuse treatment. Straight Inc. accused the child of drug
problems and then separated them from their family. Parents fearing for
their child’s well-being and concerned that their child really had a drug
problem, were easy targets for this fraudulent scheme. All Straight had to do
was to get a child's parents into the door and separate them from their child
and then convince the parents that their kid really did have a drug problem
and would probably die without Straight. Parents were deceived,
manipulated and coerced into paying for expensive “treatment” at Straight
Inc.

In 1985, fearing civil suits by abuse victims and possible criminal
prosecution, the Semblers changed the mission of Straight, Inc. from
“treatment” to “education” and its name from “Straight, Inc.” to “Straight
Foundation, Inc.” The foundation kept the money and property and was free
from any future law suits for criminal child abuse. Mel Sembler went with the
foundation. The foundation was a shell corporation to protect Mel Sembler
from lawsuits and jail time and to protect Straight's assets. In 1988, Walter
Loebenberg, good friend of Mel Sembler, was a senior vice president of
Straight Foundation, Inc. By 1989 Mr. Loebenberg had become the
president and chairman of the board of Straight Foundation, Inc. Walter
Loebenberg founded the Tampa Bay Holocaust Museum (now called the
Florida Holocaust Museum) on whose Board of Trustees sits or has sat Mel
and Betty Sembler and Straight, Inc. board member-at-large Bruce Epstein.
Loebenberg brought Bernadine Braithwaite on board as executive director of
Straight, Inc. in September 1987. That whole story of fraud and deception
is here.

In 1995, Betty Sembler changed the name of the educational foundation
again, to “Drug Free America Foundation” (DFAF).}”® Straight Inc. has
morphed into an organization helping small businesses set up drug-free
workplaces, and promotion of national/ international drug policy. See the

Sembler Report compiled by the International Survivors Action Committee.
174

Straight Inc. denied citizens their civil rights and human dignities. Teen
clients were deprived of food and sleep, beaten without cause, made to soil
their pants, spat on, even denied private access to toilets for a bowel
movement.
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The enormity of the Human Rights abuses can be seen in these links:

Straight court cases

Straight Inc.

Flow Chart of the Straights

Straight Inc. was identified for egregious violations of human rights and civil
liberties. There are accounts of injurious deprivation, bullying, and staged
marathon sessions where teenagers would be yelled at by many other kids
for long periods of time. Children were forbidden to read any material,
including religious books. Conditions were so deplorable that kids were
watched constantly for suicide precautions, even as they wiped themselves
on the toilet (reminiscent of Nazi concentration camps where Jews were
made to defecate publicly like cats and dogs). Under such humiliating
conditions many kids resorted to carving on their bodies with a fingernail,
piece of broken chair, or whatever else they could find, just as a caged
animal gnarls at an open sore.

After a visit to Straight-Springfield, Professor Barry L. Beyerstein,

in “Thought Reform Tactics: The Road to Hell is Paved with Good Intentions”
wrote this: ". . . All such practices begin with a concerted assault upon the
individual's personal identity, i.e., an attempt to destroy his or her sense of
self and its relation to the pre-existing social matrix. By systematically
undermining their sense of individual autonomy, target persons can be
driven to a state of child-like vulnerability to outside influences, dramatic
alterations in beliefs, and in extreme cases, psychotic-like behavior and
suicidal tendencies.”

Straight Inc. used cajole and intimidation to force teenagers to reveal their
deepest, darkest secrets or fantasies (frequently sexual). Later, Straight
Inc. staff further humiliated the child by sharing the forced confessions with
the larger group of kids. In violation of U.S.A. civil rights laws, Straight Inc.
accepted federal money, and used it in a discriminatory fashion to run a
racially-exclusive treatment program, under the assumption that white
families were in a better economic position to pay the high fees. Straight
Inc. kept kids on suicide precautions while they were paying clients, but
demonstrated no commitment to keep these kids safe from suicide once
they left the programs (suffering from program-induced PTSD, depression,
and humiliation about their sex lives). There have been over 40 post-
discharge suicides (including second-generation Straights).
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"I have also interviewed children who made suicide attempts following their
running from the SEED. Overwhelming feelings of worthlessness,
hopelessness, and despair were in evidence."

Jeffery J. Elenewski, Ph.D., clinical psychologist,
The Children's Psychiatric Center, Dade County, Florida commenting
on students he has met who had fled The SEED, Straight's predecessor.

“Straight” programs strip a child of all self-respect and then try to build him
up into a desirable image, without driving him over the edge along the way.
Animal trainers and contemporary psychologists call this behavior
modification. Cult awareness specialists and military intelligence officers call
it Chinese thought reform. Communist Chinese call it re-education. Straight
Inc. calls it re-acculturation. Psychiatrist Robert J. Lifton Jr. in his book,
Thought Reform and the Psychology of Totalism: A Study of “"Brainwashing”
in China,’”> warns of the dangers of driving a person to suicide by severely
depriving and depressing him.

There is debate over whether the term cult is an appropriate label to use
concerning high-demand, manipulative, and frequently harmful groups
whose members focus on religious or other political, pseudotherapeutic,
pseudomedical, ideologies. It should be noted that recent books in the field
of sociology, the discipline in which much of the debate takes place, do use
the word cult in their titles.’® 177 178 There are numerous accounts by
persons who left these groups who often call them cults.

There was high level political power behind Melvin Sembler and Straight Inc.
programs. While in the Oval Office as 41 U.S.A. president, the former CIA
director, George H. W. Bush, was featured in a television commercial for
Straight Inc. As President, Bush also appointed Straight Inc. founders,
Melvin Sembler and Joseph Zappala (another Straight Inc. board member)
to be ambassadors to Australia and Spain, respectively. Later, the 43™
U.S.A. president, George W. Bush, appointed Sembler to be Ambassador to
Italy. Former Florida governor Jeb Bush is on the Advisory Board for
Straight Inc., under its current name, Drug Free America Foundation (DFAF),
as well as his wife Columba and Florida Lt. Governor Antoinette “Toni”
Jennings. The latter was nominated to the office by then-Governor Jeb Bush
in February, 2003 and served in that capacity until 2007. Drug Free America
Foundation receives federal funds. Former Drug Czar Robert DuPont of
Bensinger & DuPont is another Straight Inc. board member. (See a tally
sheet of Sembler family donations) *”°
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Despite increasing evidence of human rights abuses, Straight Inc.’s
founders, Melvin and Betty Sembler,®° have enormous influence over U.S.A.
drug policy. They and their colleagues serve on the boards governing major
domestic anti-drug programs. Their official biographies are posted here and
here. 181 182183 184 Aq the U.S.A. struggles with a growing illegal drug
problem, the rate of incarceration for minor drug offenses has increased the
trend toward “boot camp” rehab programs and the potential for this kind of
abuse.

Straight Inc. confronted the victims of its abuse in the courts, and slowly
victims/survivors were winning awards. %> A college student won $ 721,000
in 1990 and another won $200,000 in 1983. This prompted Straight Inc. to
get more coercive with doctors to prevent them from testifying as expert
witnhesses against the Straight Inc. facilities. As program chapters closed all
over the country, new facilities opened under different names but the same
philosophy, such as “KIDS,” “"Growing Together,” and “SAFE".

A Straight Inc. spin-off, called “Kids of North Jersey,” settled a $4.5
million'®® abuse claim in 2000. When Straight Inc.’s name changed in 1995
to Drug Free America Foundation,!®’ it enjoyed new opportunities to thrive
under federal subsidies, including $400,000 in fiscal 2000 and $320,000
from the Small Business Administration.
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History of substance abuse treatment
Synanon therapeutic model

Charles E. “"Chuck” Dederich, Sr., a reformed alcoholic and a member of
Alcoholics Anonymous (A.A.), created his own program, Synanon, to treat
persons with addictions. Professionals, even those without drug addictions,
were invited to join Synanon. The Synanon program became the model for
substance abuse treatment.!®® 8 The New York Psychiatrist, Daniel Casriel
M.D., founder of AREBA®? (today the oldest surviving private addiction
treatment centre in the United States) and cofounder of Daytop Village *°*
wrote a book about his experiences at Synanon.®? In the Synanon
therapeutic model, control was exerted over members by in group sessions
having members humiliate one another and encouraging clients to expose
one-another’s innermost weaknesses.!?3 194 19 These group session
confrontations were called “the Game”.'®® This kind of group peer pressure
sessions, using confrontational therapy methods, had been used before by
the military and other groups. %7 198 199

In 1974, the legal authorities began to question Synanon's promises and
practices. Many persons, who turn to substance abuse, do so because they
are attempting to escape some trauma in their personal life. Clients may be
dealing with physically, emotionally or sexually abusive situations, dealing
with tragedy or loss or even have been a victim of crime. These methods of
coercive psychological control can lead to physical abuse and even human
rights violations. Thus the use of degrading and humiliating techniques of
mind control utilized by Synanon and CEDU/Brown Schools constituted
psychologically abusive treatment.

The concept of "lifetime rehabilitation" did not agree with therapeutic norms,
and it was alleged that the Synanon group was running an unauthorized
medical clinic. To avoid regulation and investigation Chuck Dederich declared
that Synanon was a tax exempt religious organization, the "Church of
Synanon." Children who had been placed in Synanon began running away
and an “underground railroad” established to help return them to their
parents. There was physical abuse of clients and in 1978 a state Grand Jury
in Marin County issued a scathing report about child abuse at Synanon and
the lack of oversight by governmental authorities. The child abuse at
Synanon was widely covered by San Francisco area newspapers and
broadcasters but they were largely silenced by lawsuits from Synanon
lawyers, who made libel claims. 2°° These lawsuits ultimately turned out to
be a large part of Synanon's undoing, by giving journalists access to
Synanon's own internal documents. The small Point Reyes Light newspaper,
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a weekly in Marin County, received the Pulitzer Prize for Public Service in
1979 in recognition of its coverage of Synanon when other news agencies
avoided reporting on it.

In spite of mounting evidence that the Synanon therapeutic model of
confrontation therapy was ineffective and abusive, it was copied by others,
including Mel Wasserman who founded CEDU Education. CEDU Education
was a chain of parent-choice private-pay residential programs.?! The CEDU
model of therapy influenced a growing number of facilities in the in the
therapeutic boarding school industry.?’?> A Synanon center was even
established in Germany.2%® Dederich was arrested while drunk on December
2, 1978. The two Synanon residents pleaded “no contest” to charges of
assault, and also conspiracy to commit murder. While his associates went to
jail, Dederich himself avoided imprisonment by formally stepping down as
the chairman of Synanon. The Internal Revenue Service revoked Synanon's
Federal tax exemption, and all of its properties were confiscated and sold.
By the mid-1990s, Synanon was no longer in operation but confrontational
therapy had become the norm in residential substance abuse treatment.

Matrix House

Matrix House was a self-help therapeutic community which was established
in the Clinical Research Center in the National Center for Mental Health in
Lexington, Kentucky. Matrix House was an official aftercare agency under
the Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Act (NARA) of 1966. Participants were
under civil commitment. 2°* The Matrix House was the first unit of the
center which was completely operated and administrated by ex-addicts. In
group sessions Matrix participants used “the Game” of confrontation which
was patterned after Synanon.

Ruth Fox, founder of the American Society for Addiction Medicine

Ruth Fox?%® was the founder of ASAM, the American Society for Addiction
Medicine, that promotes Alcoholics Anonymous (A.A.) and the 12-Step
treatment approach for alcoholism. ASAM's mission statement is "to
establish addiction medicine as a specialty recognized by professional
organizations, governments, physicians, purchasers and consumers of health
care services, and the general public." ASAM's strategic plan boldly

declares that "ASAM will define the basic and clinical science of Addiction
Medicine as well as the scope of its practice". Dr. Ruth Fox was the guru of
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mind-control techniques that use coercive control and experimental LSD
drug therapy and disulfiram.

Dr. Ruth Fox, medical director for the U.S. Council on Alcoholism, had used
LSD in alcoholic rehabilitation. She endorsed the therapeutic use of LSD for
making experimental subjects develop a new feeling of compassion and
tenderness for others. Dr. Fox also felt that LSD was very helpful in
changing alcoholics' thinking and behavior: “LSD does seem to make the
patient more willing to undertake the total program necessary for his
recovery. After LSD, most of the patients who formerly refused to cooperate
were willing to take disulfiram, attend group therapy and to affiliate with
A.A.” %% Dr. Fox reported in her book, Alcoholism: Behavioral Research,
Therapeutic Approaches.

Dr. Fox gave her patients disulfiram and then alcohol, to deliberately make
them very sick and attempt to build up an aversion to alcohol. Although she
discovered that the aversion therapy was not effective, and after one patient
almost died from a near-fatal reaction to a single ounce of alcohol given with
disulfiram, Dr. Fox insisted that each patient be given at least one session of
induced illness from the disulfiram/alcohol combination, before discharge.
(See: Disulfiram (Antabuse) as an Adjunct in the Treatment of Alcoholism,
Dr. Ruth Fox, in Alcoholism: Behavioral Research, Therapeutic Approaches,
edited by Ruth Fox, M.D., foreword by ‘Mrs.” Marty Mann, Springer
Publishing Company, Inc., New York, 1967.)

Medical doctors are necessary to manipulate public policy and advance the
financial interests of a criminal enterprise such as Straight Inc. and its
progeny. Corrupted interests use vulnerable patients for profit while
ignoring a patient's real needs, which fosters a system of abusive human
rights violations. Well-appointed medical doctors were used to provide
legitimacy to Straight Inc. interests, such as drug czars Robert DuPont, MD
(a former paid Straight consultant) and Donald Ian MacDonald, MD
(Straight's former national medical research director). ?°/ Both are members
of the International Scientific and Medical Forum on Drug Abuse (a DFAF
subsidiary). Richard Schwartz, MD, former medical research director for
Straight-Springfield, was another forum member.

The predecessor of Straight Inc., The SEED, began in June, 1970, in Florida
as a substance abuse treatment center for adolescents and children. A
federal grant for $1 million dollars from NIDA (National Institute on Drug
Abuse), a subsidiary of the sprawling NIMH (National Institute of Mental
Health), established the program. Melvin Sembler's son was enrolled in The
SEED and Sembler, a personal friend to George H. W. Bush, became the
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board president of Straight Inc. NIDA Director, psychiatrist Dr. Robert L.
DuPont, Jr., had approved the start-up grant.

Techniques to force compliance in addiction patients became the hallmark of
the newly-minted A.A. and ASAM programs. ASAM wrote its own book
based, in part, on Ruth Fox's pioneering treatment of alcoholics with LSD
and mind control techniques.

The Federation of State Physicians Health Programs (derived from ASAM)
which is Dr. Ruth Fox’s legacy continues to be awarded private contracts
with government agencies. ASAM still collects financial donations to the
Ruth Fox Endowment Fund. The money is used to pay for medical
continuing education (courses about ASAM philosophy and to fund
scholarships for doctors-in-training as ASAM Fellows [FASAM]).

Human subjects abuse

The mind control project MK-ULTRA, was a CIA mind-control program that
garnered public attention in 1975 through U.S.A. Congressional
investigations by the Church Committee 2°%, and by a presidential
commission known as the Rockefeller Commission.?’® George H. W. Bush
was CIA director from January 30, 1976 - January 20, 1977. Over thirty
U.S. universities and institutions were involved in an extensive testing and
experimentation program®*® which included covert drug tests on uninformed
citizens at variant social levels, and Native Americans.?!! 212 Several of
these tests involved administration of LSD to “unwitting subjects in social
situations.” This was sanctioned governmental human rights abuse
committed by these LSD researchers that sometimes resulted in permanent
disability or even death. The CIA itself acknowledged that these tests made
little scientific sense and monitoring was not performed by qualified scientific
observers. Outcome reports neglect to mention the patients who became
permanently psychotic or committed suicide under her LSD treatment. No
accounting is made for violations of civil rights, privacy or human rights.

Abuse of human subjects by substance abuse treatment doctors was well
documented in the Congressional Church Committee report and by the
Rockefeller Commission. (Final Report of the Select Committee to Study
Governmental Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities, United
States Senate, 94th Congress, 2nd Session, April 26 (legislative day, April
14), 1976.) The published evidence indicated that Project MK-ULTRA
involved the surreptitious use of many types of drugs, as well as other
methods, to manipulate individual mental states and to alter brain function
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in U.S.A. and Canadian citizens. Over thirty universities and institutions
were involved in an "extensive testing and experimentation" program which
included covert drug tests on uninformed citizens "at all social levels, high
and low, Native Americans and foreign." LSD was given to "unwitting
subjects in social situations." Researchers utilized a variety of drugs on
alcoholics, homeless persons, enlisted military personnel and unsuspecting
citizens as part of CIA research into mind control. LSD and other drugs were
usually administered without the subject's knowledge or informed consent, a
violation of the Nuremberg Code that the U.S.A. agreed to follow after World
War II. The congressional committee investigating the CIA research,
chaired by Senator Frank Church, concluded that "prior consent was
obviously not obtained from any of the subjects." Using recommendations
of the Church Committee, President Gerald Ford issued the first Executive
Order on Intelligence Activities in 1976, which prohibited "experimentation
with drugs on human subjects, except with the informed consent, in writing
and witnessed by a disinterested party, of each such human subject" and in
accordance with the guidelines issued by the National Commission.
Subsequent orders by Presidents Carter and Reagan expanded the directive
to apply to any human experimentation. These rulings laid the foundation
for closure of the abusive programs, but only until new forms were created.

These mind control experiments were strongly condemned by the U.S.A.
Congress but the financial association of substance abuse treatment centers
with private funding from undisclosed sources continued unabated in the
private sector.

A.A. philosophy of addiction treatment

Alcoholics Anonymous was founded in 1935 by Bill Wilson and Dr. Bob
Smith. William Griffith Wilson (November 26, 1895 - January 24, 1971) also
known as Bill Wilson, 213214 215216217 oq_foyunder of Alcoholics Anonymous
(A.A.) was a former New York stockbroker, had been a severe alcoholic with
a high school education. Wilson sought guidance from the evangelical
Christian Oxford Group to attain sobriety.?'® Wilson experimented with other
possible cures for alcoholism including LSD. %!° When Bill took LSD, use of
the drug was legal and he took LSD as a participant in medically supervised
experiments with in California in the 1950s and then also at the Roosevelt
Hospital in NY. %2° The purpose of the research study was to determine
whether LSD might produce insights that would serve to remove psychic
blocks that were preventing people from feeling more spiritually alive.??!
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Bill Wilson's "spiritual experience" that was credited in his attainment of
sobriety, occurred December 13 or 14, 1934. This spiritual awakening
happened after two or three days of detoxing and getting the “belladonna
cure” 222 223 224 225 226 227 228 ;|| Wilson's spiritual experience, or "hot flash,"
as he would call it, occurred during the second or third night (depending on
the source) of the treatment. Considering his alcohol and chloral hydrate 22°
use upon entering Charlie Towns' hospital in New York City and considering
also the hypnotic drugs he received during the first few days of his stay,
there is the possibility that his "hot flash," may have been delusions or
hallucinations.?3°

Based on this experience, Wilson came to believe that alcoholism was a
spiritual disease and that for recovery the alcoholic must admit that he or
she was powerless and that submission to a “higher power” was necessary
to recover from addiction.?3! 232 233 234 [n 1938, a group of alcoholics decided
to promote their own program of recovery through the publication of a book,
for which Wilson was chosen as primary author.?*> The book was given the
title Alcoholics Anonymous?3® and included the list of suggested activities for
spiritual growth known as the Twelve Steps.?*’ The 12-step program has
many critics that contend that it is not effective and is often abusive.?3® In
the mid- 1940’s, Dr. Harry Tiebout,?*® a Connecticut psychiatrist specializing
in the treatment of alcoholics and leader of National Council on Alcoholism
had supported Alcoholics Anonymous and published a series of perceptive
analyses of alcoholism and of the therapeutic dynamic inherent in the
program of Alcoholics Anonymous. Many others noted that Bill Wilson’s
spiritual conversion did not stop his actions as a known womanizer and he
needed to be watched by others in the founders committee for his behavior
during meetings. 240 %41 242

Robert Holbrook Smith MD %** 2** was a co-founder of A.A. Dr. “Bob” Smith
was a deeply religious doctor who had been a severe alcoholic for 30 years.
Dr. Smith received medical training at the University of Michigan and at
Rush Medical College. Plagued with alcoholism since his college days, he
prayed for recovery with a small group of Christians in Akron. In the late
1920s, he decided that he wanted to be a surgeon, perhaps because he felt
he would be able to control his schedule more easily in this specialty than he
could as a general practitioner. The patients wouldn't be calling him for help
all hours of the day or night, so they wouldn't catch him when he was
drinking. He received specialist training as a proctologist and practiced
medicine in Akron, Ohio. But because other doctors knew he was a chronic
alcoholic, the referrals were scarce and his practice small. Dr. Smith met Bill
Wilson in 1935 at Oxford Group. Thus their attitude toward how to recover
from alcoholism was based on study of the Bible and an evangelical Christian
movement known as the Oxford Group.?*> According to the official A.A.
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website, "The origins of Alcoholics Anonymous can be traced to the Oxford
Group,%*® a religious movement popular in the United States and Europe in
the early 20th Century. Members of the Oxford Group practiced a formula of
self-improvement by performing self-inventory, admitting wrongs, making
amends, using prayer and meditation, and carrying the message to others."
Ebby Thacher (Bill Wilson’s drinking buddy), Rowland Hazard III,**’ Bill
Wilson and Bob Smith were all members of Oxford Group and also involved
in the formation of A.A.

Dr. Bob Smith claimed that when he met Bill Wilson he finally found the kind
of help he needed - one alcoholic talking to another. This was the start of
the peer mentoring concept of one alcoholic helping another reach sobriety
that is the hallmark of the A.A. program. **® But the A.A. concept of
powerlessness is different from the Oxford Group. In A.A. the bondage of an
addictive disease cannot be cured only controlled and is a departure from
the Oxford Group belief, which stressed a spiritual conversion, would bring
complete victory over sin.?*°

These pioneers of the A.A. program (1935 to 1938) based their work on
Christian principles of the “"Good Book” and stated that they had been cured
of alcoholism’s destructive curse by the power of God.?*° The Oxfords
Group's influence can easily be found in Alcoholics Anonymous. A.A.
required conversions, stressed Bible reading and a required reliance on God.
The Oxford Group believed in five elements of recovery which were
discussed at prayer meetings and devotionals. They felt that prayer could
help alcoholics get straightened out and live successful spiritually correct
lives.

The Oxford Group was criticized by religious leaders including those from the
Catholic Church and the Church of England. 2°! *2  Frank Buchman, founder
of the Oxford Group, was known to associate with Adolf Hitler. 2°* 2°* Frank
Buchman was quoted in an interview to the New York World-Telegram, as
saying, "I thank Heaven for a man like Adolf Hitler, who built a front line of
defense against the anti-Christ of Communism." The anti-Semitic and
authoritarian tendencies of the Oxford Group were noted by numerous critics
and US President Harry S. Truman distanced himself from the group. 2>> 2°°

The Salvation Army

The Salvation Army started in 1865, and came to the United States in 1880.
Salvation Army’s founder, William Booth promoted the disease idea of
alcoholism. The Salvation Army strategy was originally to bring salvation to
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alcoholics, by providing food and shelter, stability through temporary
employment; and finally transferring him to a rural environment where the
alcoholic was expected to learn the values of sobriety and responsibility. This
vision was that Christian salvation and moral education in a wholesome
environment would save the body and soul of the alcoholic. Salvation Army
workers began street outreach with alcoholics as early as 1891. Although the
Salvation Army offered no specialized treatment services, alcoholics made
up a large portion of the clientele. By 1900 there was more than 700 corps
of the Salvation Army scattered across America's cities.?>’ The Salvation
Army remains today an important service provider to persons with histories
of addiction.
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Substance abuse treatment professionals

Collaborative officials at all levels of government

Donald Ian Macdonald, M.D. was Straight Inc.'s former national research
director and became the White House Drug Chief under President Ronald
Reagan. Robert DuPont 2°® was the first Director of the National Institute on
Drug Abuse-NIDA (1973-1978) and was the second White House Drug Chief
(1973-1978). NIDA director Robert DuPont left his post at NIDA in 1978 and
became a paid Straight Inc. consultant. In 1978, Dr. DuPont also became
the founding president of the Institute for Behavior and Health, Inc.?*° In
1982, with his longtime colleague and former head of the DEA, Peter
Bensinger, Robert DuPont founded Bensinger DuPont & Associates. Dr.
Robert DuPont is on Drug Free America Foundation’s advisory board. 2° Dr.
DuPont is a Life Fellow in the American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM)
and also a Life Fellow of the American Psychiatric Association (APA). Dr.
DuPont was chairman of the Drug Dependence Section of the World
Psychiatric Association (WPA) from 1974 to 1979.

Drug Watch International (DWI) or its International Drug Strategy Institute
division includes or has included the following: Robert L. DuPont and Peter
Bensinger, Straight's former national research director Donald Ian
Macdonald, Straight's former national clinical director Miller Newton and
Straight-Springdfield's former research director Dr. Richard Schwartz, MD.
Straight's former national executive director Bill Oliver is an Honorary
Advisor for DWI (he also became director of parent training for P.R.I.D.E.).
Joyce Tobias, formerly acting secretary for DWI, used to be a very active
Straight parent. Alex Romero, a DWI board member, and Nancy Starr are
associated with DWI. And, of course, the Drug and Alcohol Testing Industry
Association (DATIA) was also closely aligned with the Drug Free America
Foundation.

The Drug Free America Foundation claims that it provides education to the
public about the dangers of drugs of abuse and efforts to legalize drugs.
Calvina Fay is the Executive Director of Drug Free America Foundation and
Save Our Society From Drugs (S.0.S.). Save Our Society From Drugs
(S.0.S.) is a Betty Sembler foundation. Calvina Fay is the director of the
International Scientific and Medical Forum on Drug Abuse. 26! Calvina Fay
was also president of Drug Watch International, *®*> a network engaged in
combating the drug legalization movement globally. Professor Fay had
served as an advisor to the White House Office of National Drug Control
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Policy as well as several political leaders, including President Bush, on drug
policy issues. The Legal Foundation Against Illicit Drugs is another
organization founded by Calvina Fay. She is also the former Executive
Director of the Drug Free Business Alliance (DBA), a Houston-based
nonprofit coalition of member businesses involved in attacking the drug
problem in the workplaces of the Texas Gulf Coast area.

The Institute on Global Drug Policy, is a division of the Drug Free America
Foundation (DFAF). The director of DFAF's Institute on Global Drug Policy is
Eric Voth, MD of Topeka, KS. ?°®> The Journal on Drug Policy and Practice is
edited by Eric A. Voth, MD, FACP and David A. Gross, MD, DFAPA and
published by Institute on Global Drug Policy and the International Scientific
and Medical Forum on Drug Abuse. Ambassador Levitsky (former career
Minister in the US Foreign Service and Ambassador to Brazil 1994-1998) was
a member of the Board of Directors of the Drug Free America Foundation,
and the Institute on Global Drug Policy. Ambassador Melvyn Levitsky 2®*
has co-authored an article on drug policy with Dr. Eric Voth.

Dr. Otto Hauswirth, M D, is from the International Scientific and Medical
Forum on Drug Abuse.?® 2°® The International Scientific and Medical Forum
on Drug Abuse sought to change public policy on how the U.S.A. handled the
drug problem.

Drug Watch International (DWI) or its International Drug Strategy Institute
division includes or has included the following: Robert L. DuPont and Peter
Bensinger, Straight's former national research director Donald Ian
Macdonald, Straight's former national clinical director Miller Newton and
Straight-Sprindfield's former research director Dr. Richard Schwartz, MD.
Straight's former national executive director Bill Oliver is an Honorary
Advisor for DWI (he also became director of parent training for P.R.I.D.E.).
Joyce Tobias, formerly acting secretary for DWI, used to be a very active
Straight parent. Alex Romero, a DWI board member, and Nancy Starr are
associated with DWI. The Drug and Alcohol Testing Industry Association
(DATIA) was also closely aligned with the Drug Free America Foundation and
DATIA’s mission is to provide education, resources, and advocacy to those
involved in and interested in drug and alcohol testing.

Fellows of ASAM - FASAM certification

Members of the American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) can be
recognized by the letters "FASAM” as part of their professional credential,
with the “F” designating “Fellow of.” ASAM supports research that furthers
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their financial goals and expands use of the ASAM principles of addiction
treatment. The ASAM wanted to create a new “Board” specialty in order to
control federal grant funds and other public financing. American Society of
Addiction Medicine certification (FASAM) is not equivalent to medical board
certification. On their website the ASAM admits that its “examination is not a
Board examination. ASAM is not a member of the Board of American Board
of Medical Specialties, and ASAM Certification does not confer board
Certification." 2%’

The American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) is has never been
recognized by the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) as a board
specialty. There are professional organizations which provide “Board
Specialty” training in medicine and psychiatry. These organizations have
clear and stringent guidelines as to who earns the honor and professional
status as a “boarded” expert. Credentialing in these specialties as an MD is a
challenging process that weeds out those without adequate clinical or
academic skills. These ABMS recognized medical specialties include:
pediatrics, geriatrics, surgery, psychiatry, neurology, internal medicine,
urology, cardiology, anesthesiology, gastroenterology, emergency medicine,
radiology, respiratory medicine, endocrinology and many others.

The field of psychology also defines strict guidelines for board certification.
The American Board of Professional Psychology was incorporated in 1947
with the support of the American Psychological Association. The ABPP is a
unitary governing body of separately incorporated specialty examining
boards which assures the establishment, implementation, and maintenance
of specialty standards and examinations by its member boards. Through its
Central Office, a wide range of administrative support services are provided
to ABPP Boards, Board-certified specialists, and the public. Specialization in
a defined area within the practice of psychology connotes competency
acquired through an organized sequence of formal education, training, and
experience. In order to qualify as a specialty affiliated with the ABPP, a
specialty must be represented by an examining board which is stable,
national in scope, and reflects the current development of the specialty. A
specialty board is accepted for affiliation following an intensive self-study
and a favorable review by the ABPP affirming that the standards for
affiliation have been met. These standards include a thorough description of
the area of practice and the pattern of competencies required therein as well
as requirements for education, training, and experience, the research basis
of the specialty, practice guidelines, and a demonstrated capacity to
examine candidates for the specialty on a national level.

In contrast to these accepted board credentials, ASAM certification 28
requires only a medical degree, a valid license to practice medicine,
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completion of a residency training program in ANY specialty, and one year’s
full time involvement plus 50 additional hours of medical education in the
field of alcoholism and other drug dependencies. ASAM does not require any
specific formal training or experience in the diagnosis and treatment of
physical or mental illness. But regardless of the lack of training in these
fields, the state physician health programs have extended their outreach into
areas in which they have no professional qualifications. In most of today's
state physician health programs, “"Regardless of setting or duration,
essentially all treatment provided to these physicians (95%) was 12-step
oriented.” ?°® In these programs, ASAM practitioners routinely impose their
spiritually-based 12-step abstinence recovery program. This system is
imposed on medical professionals through threats to remove medical
licenses or curtail practice or hospital privileges.

Creating a new “"Board” Specialty

The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) is
published by the American Psychiatric Association (APA) and provides
diagnostic criteria for mental disorders. The ASAM refuses to acknowledge
the DSM-IV-TR criteria for various addictive disorders. Instead, the ASAM
has its own criteria which were defined by its own doctors with addiction
histories. Dr. George Talbott was a primary contributor to the ASAM
manual on addiction. This book is used by ASAM doctors to diagnosis people
with "addiction". The vast majority of ASAM fellows also still believe that
the only effective treatment for addiction must be based in the 12-steps of
recovery expounded by the A.A. program.

Based on the new diagnostic manual defined by the ASAM members, the
organization started their own credentialing program, called the graduates
trained in their revised diagnostic approach “Fellows,” and designated them
as experts. The ASAM now seeks to “grandfather” their "“FASAM” members
as equivalent to boarded experts in behavioral medicine without the required
strenuous “residency” training currently necessary to obtain a doctor
certification as a “boarded” expert. With stains caused by addictive behavior
permanently erased from the doctor's record without unbiased evaluation,
he or she can move easily into a position of national political influence and
privilege. Such placements can permit a grateful recipient to return favors to
SpoNsors.

It must be remembered that funding for the state PHP is provided in part by
medical malpractice insurance companies. The state PHP is not designed to
help targeted doctors recover and go back to practice, nor are they designed
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to protect vulnerable populations from abuse, neglect and medical fraud.
The state PHP is designed to make money for its constituents, to protect
large hospital and medical corporations from medical malpractice lawsuits.
The state PHP will readily sacrifice an “uncooperative” or whistleblower's
career for corporate profits. “"Disruptive” professionals threaten cash flow.

The Federation of State Medical Boards

In May 1993, Federation of State Medical Boards 2’° (FSMB) President
Hormoz Rassekh, MD, established a special Ad Hoc committee on "physician
impairment" in order to develop medical board strategies for identifying,
evaluating, regulating, and managing “impaired” licensees. In 1995 the
FSMB stated this policy, “After discussion of several forms of physician
impairment, the committee elected to focus primarily on chemical
dependency, because of its prevalence.” 271

ASAM has with political support managed to establish forty-six physician
health programs in the U.S.A., with 42 of them being members of the
FSPHP. 2 ASAM continues to promote the A.A. 12-step model of substance
abuse treatment and maintain that impaired physicians be cured by religious
belief. Although originally started as simply chemical dependency treatment
programs, these programs now extend into areas of medicine and
psychology for which the ASAM doctors are not professionally trained or
qualified. According to the ASAM, the “impaired physician” is suffering from
an illness which only a spiritual experience will conquer. ASAM believes that
these “impairments” need lifelong monitoring and are to be treated by
surrendering one's “will and life over to the care of God” and completely
immersing the individual in some variation of A.A.'s spiritually-based 12-
step program.

Establishment of state Physicians Health Program (PHP)

Medical professionals can have emotional, psychological and physical
illnesses and can become a patient in need of compassionate care. The
needs of the doctor as a patient must be balanced with the need to protect
the public from an “impaired” doctor in practice.

The Federation of State Physicians Health Programs has a state “Physicians
Health Program” in almost every state. This program is a non-governmental
organization (NGO) with tax-exempt status and incorporated to limit legal
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liability for their board of directors. The state Physicians Health Program
(PHP) has become the primary investigator of any medical professional
suspected of impairment or labeled a “disruptive doctor.” The state
Physicians Health Programs contract with medical associations, in each
state, to provide “"monitoring” services of licensed professionals reported to
be “impaired.” The cost is paid from both the state health department
funding and federal funds, as well as financial support from professional
medical associations, malpractice insurance companies and large medical
corporations. The state PHP, a non- government entity (NGO) over which
the state health department has very limited supervisory oversight, has
been given almost police-like prerogative to revoke the license of any
medical professional they choose to target. In addition, the PHP has been
granted, by most of the state legislatures, a quasi-governmental immunity
from legal liability for damages suffered by injured persons. Medical
professionals unwittingly sign a contract for this NGO to “monitor” them if
deemed necessary when they apply for professional licensure now. The
FSPHP is the umbrella organization of all the state PHPs.

The Federation of State Physicians Health Programs

The Federation of State Physicians Health Programs (FSPHP) 2”3 arose from
state chapters of the American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM).?’* For
example, Washington Physicians Health Program is the former Washington
state chapter of the American Society of Addiction Medicine. The FSPHP was
originally established in order to monitor physicians with addictive problems
in diversion programs. But over the years the FSPHP expanded its outreach
to include any “impairment” or “suspected impairment.” In 2008 ASAM
President Dr. Louis E. Baxter, Sr. MD (addiction psychiatrist FSPHP president
2009-2011) proclaimed that Physicians Health Programs (PHP) now includes,
“To provide a means to identify, evaluate, and treat physicians who have
diseases of impairment.” *’> The use of the wording diseases of impairment
is not coincidental as it is the language used in the legislation that provides
governmental authority for the PHP’s existence and also it's funding through
the state departments of health. This expanded mission now includes not
only drug addiction and alcoholism, but also smoking, eating disorders,
mental health issues such as disruptive behavior, psychiatric disorders,
psychosexual disorders and even physical diseases and metabolic disorders.
In this mission creep volunteers and paid “agents” of the PHP now feel they
are authorized by the state medical board to address as diverse problems as
grief, sexual assault, domestic violence, child abuse, divorce, child custody,
bulimia, asthma, diabetes and hypertension. But these volunteers and
“agents” may not have any professional qualifications to handle these issues

60



Abuse and Neglect in U.S.A. Residential Treatment Centers

and they are supervised by the PHP director who is only qualified in
“addiction medicine”. The PHPs are run by supervisory committees made up
of addiction specialists and people “in recovery” who are not physicians at
all. Staffs of the PHPs are often recovered addicts who have Chemical
Dependency Counselor (CDC) credentials or some other similar training
which was gained while they were “recovering” from their own addiction.
True to the vision of Bill Wilson, co-founder of the A.A. or 12-step program,
the ASAM and the FSPHP is run by addiction peers who supervise the “peer
mentoring”.

Under the Health Care Quality Improvement Act (HCQIA) there has emerged
a covert ability to impact or revoke a medical professional’s license without
requirement of standard, valid legal evidence or court procedures. Thus,
doctors, nurses, pharmacists, chiropractors, dentists, and even veterinarians
are now subject to control by this organization FSPHP, the grandchild of
ASAM. Persons placing complaints against a doctors license are allowed to
do it anonymously under the federal Health Care Quality Improvement Act
(HCQIA) and do not even have to legally state what they allege is even true.
There is no standard for admission of evidence. Fabricated and false
statements can be placed in the doctor’s professional record without any
transparency, no legal standard for evidence and no due process. This
HCQIA legislation, originally intended to provide an avenue for patients to
provide complaint information about doctors to state medical boards and
federal agencies, has now had unintended consequences and instead
protects hospital administrations from malpractice liability. This immunity
granted to "Good Samaritans” who come forward with complaints under
HCQIA regarding medical care has been subverted by those wishing to hide
malpractice and medical fraud.

Doctors who lost their medical licenses for participation in drug diversion,
medical fraud, insurance fraud, and patient abuse sought a way to be
reinstated and gainfully employed as ASAM substance abuse treatment
professionals. Working as an addiction peer mentors to “impaired”
physicians was lucrative work. These captive patients had good insurance
coverage and could be forced to pay extensive long-term monitoring and
care. There was little ethical concern for human rights, patient rights or
proper informed consent. Pharmaceutical and behavioral researchers along
with ASAM fellows found that there was less governmental oversight and
scrutiny of the treatment of addicts in private residential treatment centers,
outpatient clinics, hospitals, and prisons. These target populations of
“human subjects” were controllable and could be given drugs in clinical trials
while in lock down in facilities such as prisons, mental hospitals or drug
treatment centers.
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In return for facilitating the pharmaceutical industry’s corporate goals, there
would be political influence exerted to soften certain legislative language to
permit ASAM doctors to regain their medical license and to erase the records
of their own addictive behaviors and/or criminal activity. The ASAM leaders
strategically analyzed how to circumvent the medical quality control system
that prevented them from expunging the history of their addictive behavior
from their records. The ASAM addicted doctors established a system for
“monitoring” professionals accused or suspected of substance abuse or other
addictive behaviors (i.e., sex, gambling). Through the Federation of State
Physicians Health Programs they attempted to gain a controlling access to
professionals in every state. Through contracts made with the state
departments of health, they established themselves as the only capable
competitor for state funds related to medical licensing fees that were
designated to ensure quality professional performance.

ASAM doctors through the state PHP’s were able to effectively obtain non-
competitive bids for state governmental contracts to do investigations and
monitoring functions. Thus, doctors who had been so impaired that their
medical privileges were revoked or curtailed were now permitted to monitor
every licensed medical professional within the state. An aggressive and
expensive advertising campaign through medical and nursing association
journals presented the newly established Physicians Health Programs (PHP)
as advocates for “impaired professionals.” Everyone in the medical field was
encouraged to report other doctors, nurses, dentists, chiropractors,
pharmacists and other related professionals who might need to be
“monitored” by the PHP. Strategic marketing to allied professionals such as
non-medically trained assistants, office managers, and paraprofessional staff
to report “suspects” allowed the ASAM to target selected doctors and other
healthcare professionals and force their participation in an unregulated
monitoring system.

There were no protections against gossip, rumor or fabrications against
licensed medical professionals. Private investigators could be hired to probe
the personal lives and background of professionals. Anyone with criminal
interests could make a complaint against a doctor or other professional and
expect to have the PHP take action. This could neutralize or eliminate a
competitor or whistleblower and halt investigation into criminal behavior.

The ASAM embraced staff and volunteers who not only had substance abuse
problems (i.e., alcoholics and drug addicts) but also “sex addicts” and
compulsive gamblers as members of their growing non-profit organization.
Expunged histories provide no warning to patients about a past sexual-
compulsive history. The ASAM and the Federation of State Physicians Health
Programs politically worked to change legislative law in each state to
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facilitate their control over the investigation into any quality control issues
related to doctors or other licensed medical professionals. These legislative
changes were achieved with no media attention, and few professionals knew
these changes occurred. Thus, legislation was passed to strengthen the
authority of ASAM doctors while limiting legal liability by grant of quasi-
governmental status and resultant governmental immunity.

Presenting themselves as experts on the treatment of addictions, the ASAM
doctors offered educational programs to train others to view “problem”
doctors through the lens of ASAM principles, based on the Dr. Ruth Fox
tradition of abusive and coercive control. They could protect their own
addicted or criminally involved members and remove the medical license
from anyone who could report their criminal behavior.

The ASAM started another organization which prevents licensed medical
professionals from ability to access their own medical credentialing
verification documents. The PHP requires that individual state licensing
boards refuse to accept records that document professional credentials
without applicants sending requests for credential verification to an
independent incorporated centralized agency that the ASAM corruptly
controls. This prevents whistleblowers from seeking a professional license in
any state in the U.S.A. and eliminates a doctor’s ability to go abroad with a
clean record and obtain a license to practice. It ends a professional career.

ASAM and FSPHP control over professional licensing is not vulnerable to law
enforcement scrutiny and is not under the control of any government body.
This is unrecognized covert power is exerted with no government
supervision or accountability. The state PHP is incorporated as an NGO to
limit liability but operate as a non-profit to reap advantage of US tax laws.
The state boards of medicine do not control what transpires behind the
closed doors of this ingenious monopoly.

The U.S. Congress cannot pierce the covert halls of this power. Even the FBI
is stymied by the provisions of HIPPA regulations that were enacted to
protect patients’ confidentiality, and which require a high burden of proof to
obtain a legal subpoena. ASAM doctors have created a system they control
and in which they can hide whatever criminal activity is necessary to further
financial goals. Money laundering is possible with much less risk within the
medical community collaborating with corrupted interests within the FSPHP
and associated interests. It is possible to threaten or professionally destroy
any whistleblower naive enough to report their criminal activity. The FSPHP
has the power and ability to force residential or outpatient “treatment” on
whistleblower opponents under the auspices of the substance abuse
treatment legislation and the mental health legislation at the state and local
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level. Fewer medical professionals, psychologists and therapists are
courageous enough to risk loss of their professional licenses if they report as
“mandated reporters.” Yet, they are required to do so by law.
Unfortunately, many do not learn about this treachery until they report and
are then brutally attacked from unanticipated directions.

If law enforcement wants to prevent medical fraud, the ASAM and FSPHP
corrupted system of power and control must be dismantled. It is necessary
to ensure quality in our healthcare delivery systems. That responsibility
must be returned to properly elected and/or appointed officials collaborating
with medical professionals in systems that are sufficiently transparent to
assure that professionals with integrity and consumers are protected.

We need to provide an ethical professional alternative to the ASAM/PHP. It
would be beneficial to take control of the official systems so that they can be
developed to protect patient safety and medical integrity. Medical
professionals with addiction problems must be treated as human beings and
patients not as commodities to extort insurance money and means to obtain
federal and state funding.

Because reports of abusive practices by the State physician health programs
have leaked out, media attention, state legislative actions, court decisions
and voiced concerns of Congress have lead to the removal of PHP programs
from many states including: CA, MN, NV, TX, WI, and OR.

The Association for Behavioral Health and Wellness

The American Board of Addiction Medicine was created by Association for
Behavioral Health and Wellness (ABHW). The new American Board of
Addiction Medicine (ABAM) “specialty” criteria were written by the ABHW.
The goal of the AMBHA [formerly the American Managed Behavioral
Healthcare Association (AMBHA)] was to make money on substance abuse
treatment and mental health services. Their CEO, Pamela Greenberg,
became chairman of the newly formed ABHW board. Ms. Greenberg is also
the senior vice president in the Stephens Inc. company of Dallas, TX, which
supplies financial services to health insurance companies. The goal of this
alliance is to make money for the financial investors (Stephens Group LLC).
Those making management decisions are not trained in medicine or
psychology; they are trained in financial assessment, risk management,
cost-benefit insurance statistical analysis, economics, public policy, survey
research and other related fields. They are not medical professionals.
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The Association for Behavioral Health and Wellness (ABHW)?’® is organized
and run by Pamela Greenberg to protect certain financial interests, such as
medical malpractice and health insurance companies (Aetna, Value Options,
Cenpatico, Magellan Health Services, Optum Health Services, Shaller
Anderson Behavioral Health, MHN); it also promotes the financial interests
of major pharmaceutical companies ( Eli Lilly, AstraZeneca International,
Bristol Myers, Reckitt Beckiser). (ABHW mission statement) 27’

ASAM states their goal is to establish addiction medicine as a specialty
recognized by professional organizations, governments, physicians,
purchasers and consumers of health care services, and the general

public. The American Managed Behavioral Healthcare Association (AMBHA)
and the ASAM collaborated to promote the alternate “board specialty” under
the American Board of Addiction Medicine and admission of those with the
FASAM credentials to expert status without the need for the usual residency
training. These alternately boarded "experts" in behavioral medicine would
then be able to compete for federal funds on par with traditionally prepared
professionals. Enhanced opportunities to commit medical fraud, patient
abuse and human rights violations are facilitated.

American Board of Addiction Medicine

ASAM is currently attempting to receive medical specialty recognition for
promoting A.A.'s spiritually based 12-step recovery model to the American
Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) 2’8 ABMS certifies all of the traditionally
recognized medical specialties and subspecialties (Internal Medicine, General
Surgery, Psychiatry, Emergency Medicine, Anesthesiology, Pediatrics,
Radiology, etc.). The American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS), a not-
for-profit organization, assists 24 approved medical specialty boards in the
development and use of standards in the ongoing evaluation and certification
of physicians. ABMS, recognized as the “gold standard” in physician
certification, believes higher standards for physicians means better care for
patients. As an integral part of their comprehensive strategy for
employment of former “recovered” addicts and to enhance their attainment
of positions of power and authority within the medical community, ASAM
wanted to obtain specialty recognition by ABMS. However, the requirement
of residency training at a recognized institution of higher learning was
preventing their “recovered” doctors from getting board certification. Many
of them had irregular work histories marred with periods of addictive
behavior. Thus when their professional records were reviewed, they did not
stand up well to that scrutiny, in addition the requirement for medical
residency training meant that they would need to maintain sobriety for that
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period of time while attending professional medical instruction, this proved
too difficult for many in the ASAM program. Thus doctors such as Dr.
George Douglas Talbott MD, who had many years of difficulty as an
alcoholic, wished to have themselves grandfathered into ABMS board
certification through some agreement settlement rather than completing
residency training at a medical school. So ASAM sought to establish a new
board that would then seek admission as an ABMS board certifying
institution. In 2006 ASAM established the American Board of Addiction
Medicine (ABAM). According to the official ASAM/ABAM website:

“Grandfathering is the pathway to acquire ABMS certification in a new
specialty or subspecialty, without having to complete all of the training
requirements that will eventually be established, such as completion of an
ACGME-accredited residency program...For ASAM and ABAM certified
physicians who are not already Diplomats of an ABMS member board, ABAM
will facilitate and advocate for the establishment of non-onerous pathways
for eligibility for an ABMS-recognized Addiction Medicine examination.” ”°

But grandfathering alone would not erase the criminal records of DUI,
domestic violence, drug related criminal activity, gambling infractions, drug
diversion, sexual crimes etc. that were part of the history of these
“recovered” medical professionals. Thus a pathway also to expunge their
criminal records had to also be established in order for ASAM doctors to rise
in positions of power, authority and influence. This they planned to
accomplish through their political contacts in the Drug Free America
Foundation, the New Freedom Commission on Mental Health and various
governmental boards and committees formed to determine national drug

policy.

The Federation of State Physicians Health Programs (FSPHP) established a
committee to monitor the addicted or corrupted ASAM members who wanted
their medical license back. This FSPHP monitoring committee was made up
primarily of “recovered” addicts. When it became politically expedient, the
monitoring committee decided that those who had been previously
monitored no longer needed oversight and the committee was discontinued.
This, coupled with legislative actions at the state level in several states,
became a model that could be used to hide from public view the past
criminal infractions and inappropriate behavior of ASAM members.
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Lack of adherence to accepted standards regarding DSM-IV-TR
diagnostic criteria

Many state Physicians Health Program “agents” do not have any
qualifications other than those to do substance abuse treatment “peer
mentoring” through A.A. or 12-step programs. PHP or ASAM medical
professionals may have limited licensure, may be monitored themselves by
state medical boards, and may not have access to a DEA controlled drug box
because of previous drug infractions. Their scope of practice may have been
curtailed by the state medical board to only include working with persons
with addiction problems or doing workplace or workmen’s compensation
evaluations, so as to limit their contact with patients.

Because of their limited training and education and the limits set by the
state medical boards that monitor their own scope of practice, ASAM fellows
tend to view all physical and mental health problems as “co-occurring” and
secondary in importance to addiction problems. With disregard to
professional standards of practice, “dual diagnosis” of psychiatric labels are
freely applied to patients in spite of the fact that most ASAM fellows are not
formally trained in the diagnosis and treatment of “mental disorders.” 28°
ASAM does not acknowledge that many psychiatric diagnoses are subjective,
imprecise, and subject to change over time.?®! They apply their limited
knowledge of the DSM-IV-TR without supervision or accountability to
professional standards. All patients are assumed to have a diagnosis of the
disease of addiction - even when no evidence of addiction is present.
According to the A.A. or 12-step model, the patient is in that case just in
denial. The client is always guilty of addiction and in need of expensive
monitoring and treatment or he/she will lose their medical license. This was
true in the case of Dr. Leon Masters MD when he was threatened
professionally and then falsely diagnosed as having an addiction problem,
falsely imprisoned at Talbott Marsh Recovery Center in Atlanta GA and had
his professional reputation as a doctor destroyed by then ASAM president
George Douglas Talbott MD.

George Douglas Talbott MD wrote his own criteria of what constitutes
addiction, based on the A.A. and 12-step model.?®> When examining this
diagnostic protocol, it becomes evident that the symptoms described
actually represent symptoms consistent with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.
ASAM Fellows of the FSPHP base their diagnostic criteria for addiction on
symptoms that the valid application of the criteria in the DSM-IV-TR might
instead attribute to Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (Acute and Complex).
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The ASAM and the FSPHP never confer a diagnosis that does not include
addiction as a co-occurring and predominant diagnosis. Charting two co-
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